
 



A Letter From Pastor Ricky 

Calvary family, 

For the next one hundred and one days, we are going to stand at the very front door of the Bible 
together. Genesis does not just tell us how things began, it tells us who God is, who we are, and what 
went wrong. Everything else in Scripture, every promise, every command, every hope of a Savior, grows 
out of the soil of these first chapters. 

I am asking you to do the same three things I always ask. First, read the assigned verses every day, even 
if all you can give it is ten quiet minutes. Second, let the devotional walk you through what the passage 
means and where it lands on your life. Third, actually pray the prompts at the bottom of the page, both 
for yourself and for our church family. Those prayers are not decoration. They are the point. 

This guide will track with our Sunday preaching through Genesis 1–4. Genesis 1 carries us from August 
16 through September 13. Genesis 2 carries us from September 14 through October 11. Genesis 3 
carries us from October 12 through November 8. Genesis 4 closes us out from November 9 through 
November 28. Let your daily reading and our Sunday gathering reinforce one another all fall long. On 
days when a strong New Testament or Psalter cross-reference deepens the text, that cross-reference 
becomes the day's reading itself, so we can sit with it fully rather than skim past it. 

Carry hope. Build intentional relationships. Pursue Jesus. Make disciples. That is the mission God has 
given Calvary, and Genesis will fuel every piece of it. Hope, because the God who spoke light into 
darkness still does. Relationships, because we were made for communion with God and with one 
another before sin ever entered the story. Pursuing Jesus, because the whole Bible, starting here, is 
pointing to Him. Discipleship, because a people who know where they came from make disciples who 
know where they are going. 

I love being your pastor. Let's open Genesis together. 

In Christ, 
Pastor Ricky Smith 
Calvary Baptist Church | Columbus, GA 
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GENESIS 1 

August 20 – September 13, 2026 

  



Day 1  |  Thursday, August 20, 2026 

In the Beginning, God 

Reading: Genesis 1:1 (ESV) 

Before there was anything else, there was God. Genesis 1:1 does not argue for His existence, it simply 
announces it. “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.” Every other origin story from 
the ancient world begins with warring gods clawing their way out of chaos, some primeval soup that 
produces deity almost by accident. Moses gives us something entirely different. No divine family tree, 
no cosmic battle, no struggle for supremacy. Just God, already there, already sovereign, speaking a 
world into being out of nothing. The Hebrew word for created, bara, is used in the Old Testament only 
with God as its subject. Man can build, arrange, and shape. Only God creates ex nihilo. 

That single distinction, Creator and creature, is the hinge the whole Bible turns on. Every doctrine you 
will ever study, sin, salvation, the church, eternity, rests on it. God does not owe His existence, His plans, 
or His timing to anyone, including you. We owe Him everything. Before Genesis says a word about a 
garden, a serpent, or a promise, it says this first: God is first, and He is sovereign over everything that is 
not Him. 

Personally, this verse asks you a blunt question: does your life actually run on that truth, or do you just 
say it does? We confess God is first, but our calendars, our worries, and our five-year plans often tell a 
quieter, truer story. As a church family, Genesis 1:1 is the ground under everything we are doing this 
season, from how we shepherd new believers to how we plan for what comes next on our campus. If 
God really is first, we can plan boldly and hold our plans loosely, because the outcome was never resting 
on us to begin with. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Father, You were before all things and You need nothing from me. Forgive me for the ways I 
live as if I am first. Teach me to actually rest in the truth that You are. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Lord, ground Calvary Baptist in the truth that You are the Creator 
and we are Yours. Let every ministry we build and every decision we make this fall start with Your 
sovereignty, not our own strength. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: John 1:1–3 — Christ as the eternal Creator   •   Psalm 90:2 — God before the 
mountains were formed   •   Colossians 1:16–17 — all things created through the Son   •   Hebrews 
11:3 — the universe framed by God's word 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 

  

https://www.esv.org/verses/Genesis+1:1/
https://www.blueletterbible.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/


Day 2  |  Friday, August 21, 2026 

Formless, Void, and Hovering 

Reading: Genesis 1:2 (ESV) 

Genesis 1:2 describes a world that is not yet finished. The earth is tohu wabohu, formless and void, an 
unshaped, uninhabited mass. Darkness covers the face of the deep, and the waters stretch out with no 
boundary and no purpose. It would be easy to read this as chaos that threatens God. It is not. The very 
next clause tells us who is present in the middle of the formlessness: “And the Spirit of God was 
hovering over the face of the waters.” The verb pictures a bird hovering protectively over its nest, the 
same image Moses later uses in Deuteronomy 32:11 for how God carried Israel through the wilderness. 
The Spirit is not worried by the chaos. He is postured over it, ready to bring order and fullness in His 
time. 

This is a pattern you will see across all of Scripture. God does not usually start with a finished product. 
He starts with something unformed, unfilled, or unfinished, and He moves toward order, fruitfulness, 
and glory. That is true of the earth in verse 2. It is true of Israel in the wilderness. It is true of every 
believer the Spirit indwells at conversion, a new creation still being formed into the image of Christ. 

Personally, some part of your life may feel like verse 2 right now: unformed, unsettled, waiting. That is 
not evidence that God has left you. It may be exactly the kind of space the Spirit hovers over. As a 
church, we have seasons like this too, ministries still finding their shape, a campus still under 
construction, plans still forming. Genesis 1:2 is our reminder that formlessness is not the same as 
forsaken. The same Spirit who hovered over the waters is the Spirit at work in us now. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Holy Spirit, hover over the unformed places in my life. Where I feel unfinished or unsettled, 
remind me You are not absent, You are working. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Lord, hover over Calvary in every season that feels unfinished. Bring 
order, fruitfulness, and clarity to our ministries and our plans in Your timing, not ours. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Deuteronomy 32:11 — the eagle-hovering image reused   •   Isaiah 40:13–14 — 
the Spirit's unsearchable wisdom   •   2 Corinthians 5:17 — new creation in Christ   •   Job 26:13 — 
the Spirit adorning the heavens 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 

  

https://www.esv.org/verses/Genesis+1:2/
https://www.blueletterbible.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/


Day 3  |  Saturday, August 22, 2026 

The God Who Speaks Reality into Being 

Reading: Genesis 1:1–2 (ESV) 

Take a breath today and hold these first two verses together before we move into the days of creation 
tomorrow at Calvary. Verse 1 tells us God created everything. Verse 2 tells us what that unfinished 
creation looked like and who was present over it. Together they set the terms for the rest of the 
chapter. Starting in verse 3, God is going to speak, and reality is going to respond. “And God said” will 
appear ten times in this chapter. That is the pattern we are being prepared for: God's word is not a 
suggestion offered to the universe, it is the means by which the universe exists at all. Hebrews 11:3 puts 
it plainly, the universe was created by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things 
that are visible. 

This should shape how you sit under preaching tomorrow, and every Sunday after it. When Scripture is 
opened and rightly taught, it is not merely information being transferred. It is the same kind of 
authoritative word that once turned formless darkness into an ordered, flourishing world. Words matter 
because God's Word is the pattern for all words. That is worth remembering the next time you are 
tempted to treat your own speech, your promises, your careless comments, as small things. 

Personally, ask the Spirit tonight to prepare your heart to actually hear tomorrow, not just attend. As a 
church family, let's come into Sunday expecting that the same God who spoke light out of darkness still 
speaks life into dry places through His Word, faithfully preached and prayerfully received. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, prepare my heart before I ever sit down tomorrow. Let me come expecting to hear 
from You, not just to check a box. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, as we gather tomorrow, let Your Word do what it has always 
done: bring order, light, and life. Silence distraction and give our church family ears to hear. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Psalm 33:6–9 — He spoke, and it came to be   •   Hebrews 4:12 — the living and 
active word   •   Psalm 119:89 — God's word settled in heaven 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 

  

https://www.esv.org/verses/Genesis+1:1-2/
https://www.blueletterbible.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/


Day 4  |  Sunday, August 23, 2026 

Let There Be Light 

Reading: Genesis 1:3–5 (ESV) 

“And God said, ‘Let there be light,’ and there was light.” Notice what is missing here. There is no sun yet, 
no moon, no stars, those do not arrive until day four. Light in verse 3 is not a natural phenomenon, it is a 
declaration. God speaks, and light simply obeys, because it has no other option. This is the first of God's 
creative words, and it establishes the pattern for the whole chapter: God speaks, it happens, God 
evaluates it as good, and He names and orders what He has made. Light and darkness, day and night, 
evening and morning, the fundamental rhythm every human life since has been set inside. 

Scripture never lets this stay a simple physics lesson. Paul reaches back to this exact verse in 2 
Corinthians 4:6 to describe conversion: “For God, who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness,’ has shone in 
our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” The God 
who spoke physical light into a formless world is the same God who speaks spiritual light into a formless, 
darkened heart. John will later call Jesus Himself the light of the world. Genesis 1:3 is not incidental to 
the gospel, it is the first note of a song that ends at the cross and the empty tomb. 

Personally, is there an area of your life still sitting in darkness, waiting for God to speak? He is not 
intimidated by it. He spoke light into nothing before, and He can speak it into you again today. As a 
church family, this is our calling in Columbus: to be a people who carry the light we did not create into a 
city that still has plenty of formless, dark places. We do not manufacture light. We just carry what was 
spoken over us and let it show. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Father, speak light into whatever darkness I am still carrying. I cannot manufacture it 
myself. Only You can say ‘let there be light’ and have it be so. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Lord, make Calvary a people who reflect the light You have spoken 
over us. Send us into Columbus this week carrying light into genuinely dark places, not our own, but 
Yours. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: 2 Corinthians 4:6 — light shining out of darkness   •   John 8:12 — Jesus, the light 
of the world   •   Isaiah 9:2 — a great light on those in darkness   •   1 John 1:5 — God is light, no 
darkness at all 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 

  

https://www.esv.org/verses/Genesis+1:3-5/
https://www.blueletterbible.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/


Day 5  |  Monday, August 24, 2026 

The Expanse Between the Waters 

Reading: Genesis 1:6–8 (ESV) 

On the second day God speaks again: “Let there be an expanse in the midst of the waters, and let it 
separate the waters from the waters.” The Hebrew word is raqia, something spread out or stretched 
thin, like a canopy holding back what is above from what is below. Moses is not handing his first readers 
a modern science textbook, he is describing an act of ordering, God carving out livable space in the 
middle of formless waters so that a world can exist at all. This is God as architect, not just artist, setting 
boundaries that make life possible. 

Notice something unusual here. Verse 8 does not say “God saw that it was good” the way most of the 
other days do. Many careful readers through church history have suggested days two and three work 
together, since the waters are not fully sorted until dry land appears on day three. God is patient with 
process. He is not in a hurry to declare something finished before its purpose is complete, and He is not 
obligated to explain Himself to us at every step along the way. 

Personally, you may be in a day-two season right now, real work has happened, but the goodness has 
not landed yet. That is not evidence God has stopped working. As a church family, as we keep ordering 
space, both physically with our campus and spiritually with new ministries, let's trust that not every step 
will feel finished on its own. Each one is part of a larger good God intends to declare in His time. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, give me patience in seasons that feel unfinished, ordered but not yet declared good. 
Help me trust Your process instead of demanding Your explanation. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, as we keep building and ordering ministry at Calvary, give us 
patience for days that don't yet feel complete. Finish what You have started among us. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Job 37:18 — the skies hard as cast metal   •   Psalm 104:2–3 — stretching out the 
heavens like a tent   •   Proverbs 8:27–28 — wisdom present when the skies were set 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 

  

https://www.esv.org/verses/Genesis+1:6-8/
https://www.blueletterbible.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/


Day 6  |  Tuesday, August 25, 2026 

Dry Land Appears 

Reading: Genesis 1:9–10 (ESV) 

“Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land appear.” 
With this word, God gives the waters a boundary and gives the earth a floor to stand on. Job 38:8-11 
and Psalm 104:9 both look back at this moment as proof of God's rule over chaos itself, He sets a limit 
the sea cannot cross. This is not a small detail. In the ancient world, the sea was a common symbol for 
danger, disorder, and death. Genesis 1 tells us plainly that even the sea answers to God's voice. It does 
not rage against Him, it obeys Him. 

For the first time in the chapter, something is named on sight: God calls the dry land Earth and the 
waters Seas. Naming in Scripture is an act of authority. Parents name children, kings name conquered 
territory, and God names His creation because it belongs to Him and exists under His rule. Then comes 
the familiar refrain: “And God saw that it was good.” Order has emerged from formlessness, and God 
Himself declares it good, not because it meets some outside standard, but because it matches His own 
perfect intention. 

Personally, if you are walking through something that feels like churning water right now, remember the 
God who set a boundary the sea cannot cross is the same God holding your circumstances. As a church, 
when the culture around us feels like rising water, unstable and disorienting, we do not panic. We 
remember whose voice actually rules the waves, and we build on solid, dry ground. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Father, You set the boundary the sea cannot cross. Set a boundary around whatever chaos I 
am facing, and help me trust Your limits even when I cannot see them. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Lord, when the culture feels like rising water around Calvary, remind 
us that You still rule the waves. Keep our feet on solid ground and our eyes on You. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Job 38:8–11 — who shut in the sea with doors   •   Psalm 104:9 — a boundary the 
waters cannot pass   •   Jeremiah 5:22 — the sand as a perpetual barrier 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 

  

https://www.esv.org/verses/Genesis+1:9-10/
https://www.blueletterbible.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/


Day 7  |  Wednesday, August 26, 2026 

Seed-Bearing Life 

Reading: Genesis 1:11–13 (ESV) 

Day three is the first day that produces life, and it is worth noticing what kind of life God chooses to start 
with. Not animals, not humans, but plants, each one bearing seed “according to its own kind.” Three 
times in three verses that phrase repeats. God builds reproduction and order into creation from the very 
beginning. Every tree that will ever grow, every harvest that will ever feed a family, was already latent in 
God's design on day three, before a single human hand ever planted anything. 

There is a quiet generosity in this. God did not have to make creation self-sustaining. He could have kept 
speaking new plants into being every single day. Instead He built in seeds, a built-in capacity for the 
earth to keep producing life long after the initial act of creation. This is the same generosity we see later 
in the Great Commission, where God does not simply save people directly from heaven, He builds His 
church to reproduce itself, disciples making disciples according to their own kind, generation after 
generation. 

Personally, ask yourself what kind of seed your life is currently bearing. Are you producing according to 
God's design, or copying whatever is around you? As a church family, this is our calling too, not just to 
gather people once, but to plant seed that reproduces, disciples who make disciples, faithfully, 
generation after generation in Columbus and beyond. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, examine the seed my life is bearing. Let my words, my habits, and my relationships 
produce fruit according to Your design, not the world's. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, make Calvary a church that reproduces disciples the way You 
built creation to reproduce plants, generation after generation, faithfully and according to Your 
Word. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Matthew 13:31–32 — the parable of the mustard seed   •   1 Corinthians 15:38 — 
God gives each seed its own body   •   Mark 4:26–29 — the seed growing secretly 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 

  

https://www.esv.org/verses/Genesis+1:11-13/
https://www.blueletterbible.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/


Day 8  |  Thursday, August 27, 2026 

Lights for Signs and Seasons 

Reading: Genesis 1:14–19 (ESV) 

On day four, God finally places the sun, moon, and stars, three days after He created light itself on day 
one. This ordering is deliberate. In the ancient world, the sun and moon were worshiped as gods in their 
own right. Genesis, almost defiantly, refuses to even name them. It calls them “the greater light” and 
“the lesser light,” functional objects that God “made,” not deities to be feared. The sun does not rule 
the day, God rules the day and simply assigns the sun a job: to govern it. 

Their purpose is explicitly stated: “for signs and for seasons, and for days and years.” God builds rhythm 
into the universe on purpose. Work and rest, planting and harvest, morning and evening, none of it is 
random. It is designed, and it is designed for us, so that human life on earth can be ordered around 
dependable patterns rather than chaos. Even our calendars, our Sundays set apart for worship, our 
seasons of planning and preparation, echo this fourth day. 

Personally, do you actually live inside the rhythms God built, or do you fight them, refusing rest, ignoring 
seasons, burning through every day the same? As a church family, our own rhythms, gathering weekly, 
observing seasons like this Genesis series, planning our ministry year, are not arbitrary. They are an echo 
of a Creator who built rhythm into the fabric of the world for our good. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, forgive me for fighting the rhythms You built into creation. Teach me to work, rest, 
and plan according to Your design, not my own restlessness. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, thank You for the rhythms of gathered worship and shared 
seasons at Calvary. Help our church family honor the patterns You built for our good. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Psalm 19:1–4 — the heavens declare God's glory   •   Psalm 136:7–9 — the great 
lights, His steadfast love endures   •   Jeremiah 31:35 — the Lord who fixed sun, moon, and stars 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 

  

https://www.esv.org/verses/Genesis+1:14-19/
https://www.blueletterbible.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/


Day 9  |  Friday, August 28, 2026 

Creatures of Sea and Sky 

Reading: Genesis 1:20–23 (ESV) 

Day five fills the spaces God separated on days two and three, sky and sea, with living creatures. “Let the 
waters swarm with swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth.” The Hebrew word for 
swarm, sharats, carries a sense of abundance, teeming, overflowing life. This is the first time the phrase 
“living creature” appears in Scripture, nephesh chayyah, a phrase that will be used of Adam himself in 
chapter two. Fish and birds are given a kind of dignity here, creatures with their own vitality, not mere 
scenery for the story. 

Then comes the first blessing in the Bible. “And God blessed them, saying, ‘Be fruitful and multiply and 
fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.’” Blessing, in Scripture, is not a vague good 
feeling, it is God's spoken commitment to cause flourishing and increase. Before a single human being 
exists, God has already established that His creative pattern is abundance, not scarcity. He is a generous 
Creator who intends His world to overflow with life. 

Personally, do you actually believe God's default posture toward you is blessing and abundance, or do 
you tend to assume scarcity, that there is not enough grace, not enough provision, not enough of Him to 
go around? As a church family, let's trust the same generous Creator to fill our ministries and our city 
the way He filled the sea and sky, abundantly, and on His timing. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Father, You are a generous Creator, not a stingy one. Root out my instinct to assume 
scarcity, and teach me to trust Your abundance. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Lord, fill Calvary's ministries the way You filled the sea and sky, with 
abundant, multiplying life. Let our city see Your generosity through us. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Psalm 104:24–26 — the sea, great and wide, teeming with life   •   Job 41:1–11 — 
Leviathan under God's rule   •   Psalm 8:8 — the fish of the sea under man's feet 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 

  

https://www.esv.org/verses/Genesis+1:20-23/
https://www.blueletterbible.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/


Day 10  |  Saturday, August 29, 2026 

Blessing Begins 

Reading: Genesis 1:20–23 (ESV) 

Sit again today with the blessing God speaks over the creatures of sea and sky, and let it prepare your 
heart for Sunday. “Be fruitful and multiply.” This command will echo through Genesis again and again, 
spoken over fish and birds here, spoken over humanity in verse 28, repeated to Noah after the flood in 
chapter nine, echoed in God's covenant promise to Abraham that his offspring would be as numerous as 
the stars. Fruitfulness is not incidental to God's plan, it is central to it, from the very first week of 
creation. 

It is worth asking why God builds His world this way. He did not need more creatures. He is not lonely or 
lacking. But a God who is himself eternally fruitful, Father, Son, and Spirit in perfect relationship, 
delights to build a world that reflects His own overflowing life. Fruitfulness in creation is a small window 
into the nature of the God who made it. 

Personally, where is God calling you to be fruitful right now, not frantic, but faithfully multiplying 
whatever He has entrusted to you? As a church family, as we head into tomorrow's gathering, let's ask 
God for a fresh measure of fruitfulness, in our homes, our small groups, and our witness across 
Columbus, trusting the same God who blessed the fish and the birds to bless the work of His people. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, show me where You are calling me to be fruitful right now. Free me from frantic 
striving and root my fruitfulness in trust in You. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, bless Calvary with fruitfulness this season, in our homes, our 
small groups, and our witness in Columbus. Multiply what we plant for Your glory. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Genesis 1:28 — the same blessing given to humanity   •   Genesis 9:1 — the 
blessing renewed after the flood   •   Psalm 128:3–4 — fruitfulness as covenant blessing 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 
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Day 11  |  Sunday, August 30, 2026 

Living Creatures of the Land 

Reading: Genesis 1:24–25 (ESV) 

Day six begins with land animals, livestock, creeping things, and beasts, each again “according to their 
kinds.” This is the third time in the chapter that phrase appears, a steady drumbeat reminding us that 
variety in creation is not accidental, it is by design. God did not make one generic animal and let 
evolution or chance sort out the rest. He spoke distinct kinds into being, each bearing its own place in a 
world that is ordered, diverse, and good. 

Verse 25 ends with the now-familiar refrain, “And God saw that it was good.” This is the sixth time that 
phrase, or something close to it, appears in the chapter, and it comes just before the most significant 
creative act of the whole week: the creation of man, still to come later in this same day. The land 
animals are good in their own right, valuable and cared for by God, but they are also the last piece set in 
place before the arrival of the creature who will be given dominion over all of it. 

Personally, this is a good moment to simply worship. Before this chapter says anything about you, it 
spends most of its verses celebrating a world you did not build and cannot take credit for. As a church 
family, let today's gathering be shaped by that same posture, wonder before usefulness, worship before 
application, delight in who God is before we ask Him for anything else. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Father, before I ask You for anything today, I want to simply worship You as Creator. You 
made a world of astonishing variety and called it good. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Lord, as Calvary gathers today, give us hearts that worship before we 
ask, that delight in who You are before we bring You our lists and requests. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Psalm 104:24 — the earth full of God's creatures   •   Job 12:7–10 — ask the 
beasts, and they will teach you   •   Colossians 1:16 — all things in heaven and on earth created by 
Him 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 
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Day 12  |  Monday, August 31, 2026 

Let Us Make Man in Our Image 

Reading: Genesis 1:26 (ESV) 

Everything shifts in verse 26. “Then God said, ‘Let us make man in our image, after our likeness.’” For 
the first time in the chapter, God deliberates before He creates, and He speaks in the plural, “us” and 
“our.” Christians throughout history have rightly seen an early hint of the Trinity here, Father, Son, and 
Spirit in eternal counsel, though the fuller revelation of that doctrine unfolds later in Scripture. What is 
undeniable is the deliberateness, the weight, the sense that something categorically different is about to 
happen. Nothing else in the chapter receives this kind of introduction. 

The word image, tselem, was used in the ancient world for statues kings would place throughout their 
territory to represent their rule in places they could not personally be present. Genesis takes that 
political idea and applies it to every human being. You are not simply an animal with more intelligence. 
You are God's appointed representative on earth, placed here to reflect His character and extend His 
rule. This is the theological foundation for human dignity, all human dignity, not earned by achievement 
or granted by culture, but given by God's own deliberate word. 

Personally, do you actually see yourself, and every person you meet, as an image-bearer, God's 
representative walking around? That conviction should change how you treat the difficult coworker, the 
unborn child, the elderly person in assisted living, the neighbor who does not look or vote like you. As a 
church family, this is the bedrock under our conviction that every human life has dignity, from 
conception to natural death, because it was never our verdict to give in the first place. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, help me actually see myself, and everyone I encounter today, as an image-bearer. 
Root my sense of dignity, and theirs, in Your word alone. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, keep Calvary anchored in the conviction that every human 
life bears Your image and carries dignity You gave, not dignity culture assigns or withholds. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Psalm 8:3–5 — crowned with glory and honor   •   James 3:9 — people made in 
the likeness of God   •   Colossians 3:10 — renewed in knowledge after the image of the Creator 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 
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Day 13  |  Tuesday, September 1, 2026 

Dominion, Not Domination 

Reading: Genesis 1:26 (ESV) 

The second half of verse 26 defines what the image of God is for: “and let them have dominion over the 
fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth.” 
Dominion is a loaded word for modern ears, but its meaning here is shaped entirely by the character of 
the One giving it. God has just spent five days generously, patiently, and joyfully bringing order and 
abundance out of chaos. Dominion, modeled after that kind of King, cannot mean exploitation. It means 
representing God's own careful, generous rule over what He has entrusted to us. 

This distinction matters more than it might first appear. Throughout history, humans have used 
dominion language to justify exactly the opposite of what God intended, ruthless exploitation of the 
earth, of animals, and tragically of other people. But the pattern set by the Creator Himself is 
stewardship, not selfishness. A king who rules like God rules cares for what is his, cultivates it, and 
causes it to flourish, rather than strip-mining it for his own gain. 

Personally, where has God given you dominion, your home, your workplace, your influence, your 
resources, and are you exercising it like Him, or like the fallen world around you? As a church family, this 
shapes how Calvary thinks about everything from creation care to how we treat employees, tenants, 
and the vulnerable in our congregation. Dominion under God always looks like generous stewardship, 
never domination. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Father, show me where You have given me dominion, in my home, work, or influence. Teach 
me to steward it like You, not exploit it like the world. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Lord, shape Calvary's use of every resource You have entrusted to us, 
buildings, budgets, and people, into generous stewardship that reflects Your own character. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Psalm 8:6–8 — dominion over the works of His hands   •   Hebrews 2:6–8 — all 
things put in subjection under him   •   Matthew 20:25–28 — greatness defined as service, not 
domination 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 
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Day 14  |  Wednesday, September 2, 2026 

Male and Female He Created Them 

Reading: Genesis 1:27 (ESV) 

Genesis 1:27 is written almost like poetry, three lines that repeat and build: “So God created man in his 
own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.” The repetition 
emphasizes the point. Both man and woman, together, bear the image of God fully. Neither sex is an 
afterthought, and neither is a lesser reflection of God than the other. Genesis grounds human dignity, 
and human sexual identity, in the deliberate design of a Creator, not in cultural preference or personal 
reinterpretation. 

This verse has become one of the most contested in our culture, and it is worth being honest about that. 
The Bible presents male and female as a given fact of creation, part of the original goodness God 
pronounces over His world, not a limitation to be transcended or a spectrum to be redefined. That is not 
a harsh word, it is a hopeful one, our created, embodied identity is something God gave on purpose, 
with love, and declared good. 

Personally, receiving your sex as God's good gift, rather than resenting or rejecting it, is itself an act of 
worship in a confused age. As a church family, we want to speak the truth of this verse with conviction 
and with compassion, holding fast to God's design while extending real gospel love to every person 
navigating confusion in a broken world, because every one of them still bears His image too. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, help me receive who You made me to be as a gift, not a burden. Give me conviction 
and compassion in equal measure as I engage a confused culture. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, give Calvary courage to hold Your design for male and female 
with conviction, and grace to love every person navigating this with real compassion. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Matthew 19:4 — Jesus affirms male and female from creation   •   Mark 10:6 — 
from the beginning, male and female   •   Galatians 3:28 — equal standing in Christ, not erased 
distinction 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 
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Day 15  |  Thursday, September 3, 2026 

Be Fruitful, Fill, Subdue 

Reading: Genesis 1:28 (ESV) 

“And God blessed them. And God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, 
and have dominion.’” This is often called the cultural mandate, God's original calling on humanity before 
sin ever entered the world. Four verbs, be fruitful, multiply, fill, subdue, describe a task, not just a status. 
Humanity is not placed in the world merely to exist, but to actively cultivate it, to take the raw material 
of creation and develop it in ways that honor God and bless others. 

It is worth noticing that this mandate comes wrapped in blessing, not burden. God does not issue a cold 
command and walk away, He blesses His image-bearers first, then calls them to a task flowing out of 
that blessing. Work, in Genesis 1, is not a curse. It comes before the fall, part of the original goodness of 
creation. The curse in chapter three will make work hard, but it did not make work exist. 

Personally, this reframes how you think about Monday morning. Your job, your parenting, your 
homemaking, your studies, whatever fills your week, can be an outworking of this original mandate, 
cultivating what God has given you for His glory. As a church family, we want to disciple people not just 
for Sunday, but for their Tuesday desks and kitchen tables, helping them see ordinary work as genuinely 
sacred. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Father, help me see my work this week, ordinary as it feels, as part of the mandate You 
gave from the beginning. Let it honor You and bless others. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Lord, disciple our church family not just for Sunday but for every 
weekday. Help Calvary equip people to see their ordinary work as genuinely sacred. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Genesis 9:1 — be fruitful and multiply, renewed to Noah   •   Genesis 35:11 — the 
same blessing given to Jacob   •   Psalm 127:3–5 — children as a heritage from the Lord 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 
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Day 16  |  Friday, September 4, 2026 

Every Green Plant for Food 

Reading: Genesis 1:29–30 (ESV) 

God turns from mandate to provision. “Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed... and every 
tree with seed in its fruit. You shall have them for food.” Before He gives one more instruction, before 
dominion is even exercised, God makes sure His image-bearers know they are provided for. The same 
generosity that filled the sea with fish and the sky with birds now spreads a table for the humans He has 
just made in His image. 

This provision extends to the animals too, in verse 30, every green plant given for their food as well. 
There is a kind of peaceable, non-violent abundance pictured here, no mention of predation, no scarcity 
driving competition. Whatever we make of the details, the picture Genesis paints of the original creation 
is one of overflowing sufficiency, not a world clawing over limited resources. Scarcity and violence enter 
later, as a consequence of sin, not as part of God's original design. 

Personally, how much of your anxiety is rooted in a scarcity mindset that does not match the character 
of the God who provided for Adam and Eve before they lifted a finger? As a church family, let's be a 
people marked by generosity rather than grasping, trusting the same God who spread a table in Eden to 
provide for Calvary's needs as we step into whatever He calls us to next. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, root out my scarcity mindset. You provided abundantly before Adam and Eve did 
anything to earn it. Teach me to trust Your provision the same way. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, keep Calvary marked by generosity, not grasping. Provide for 
our church family the way You spread a table in Eden, abundantly and ahead of need. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Psalm 104:14–15 — God causing food to grow   •   Genesis 9:3 — provision 
expanded after the flood   •   Psalm 145:15–16 — the eyes of all look to You 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 
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Day 17  |  Saturday, September 5, 2026 

Very Good 

Reading: Genesis 1:31 (ESV) 

“And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good.” Six times through this 
chapter God has pronounced individual parts of His creation good. Now, surveying the finished whole, 
humanity included, He upgrades the verdict: not just good, but very good. This is the highest and final 
assessment of the created order before sin enters the story in chapter three. Nothing was broken. 
Nothing was flawed. Every part fit together the way the Creator intended. 

This matters more than it might seem. Whatever hardship, disorder, or brokenness you experience in 
this world, and you will experience real amounts of it, none of it was God's original design. The world 
was not created evil, dangerous, or cursed. It was created very good, and everything that has gone 
wrong since has gone wrong because of sin entering a good world, not because God built something 
flawed from the start. That distinction matters for how you understand suffering, and for how you 
understand hope. 

Personally, sit with this truth as you prepare for tomorrow's worship: the God who made a very good 
world is the same God at work redeeming the world sin has broken. As a church family, our hope is not 
merely that God will improve the world we currently see, but that He is moving history toward a new 
creation as good, or better, than the one He first pronounced very good. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Father, thank You that the brokenness I see and feel was never Your original design. Fix my 
hope on the very good world You are restoring. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Lord, as Calvary gathers tomorrow, remind us that Your redemptive 
work is moving history toward a new creation, as good as the one You first called very good. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Ecclesiastes 3:11 — He has made everything beautiful in its time   •   1 Timothy 
4:4 — everything created by God is good   •   Psalm 104:31 — may the Lord rejoice in His works 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 
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Day 18  |  Sunday, September 6, 2026 

The Shape of the Week 

Reading: Genesis 1:1–31 (ESV) 

Today, read the whole chapter in one sitting and let the shape of it wash over you. Six days of ordered, 
escalating creation, each one building on the last, moving from formless and empty toward filled and 
flourishing. Days one through three form spaces, light and dark, sky and sea, land and vegetation. Days 
four through six fill those spaces, sun and moon, birds and fish, animals and finally man. Nothing in this 
chapter is random. It is architecture, deliberate, purposeful, and beautiful, the work of a God who does 
not do anything carelessly. 

Notice, too, the crescendo. Each day matters, but the chapter clearly builds toward day six, and within 
day six, toward the creation of humanity, made in God's image, given dominion, and blessed. The whole 
created order exists, in part, to be a stage on which image-bearing humans would represent God's rule 
and enjoy relationship with Him. You were never an accident tacked onto an already-finished world. You 
were what the whole first week was building toward. 

Personally, let this shape your worship today. You are not a cosmic afterthought, you are the intended 
climax of a deliberate, loving act of creation. As a church family, let's carry this into how we see every 
person who walks through our doors this morning, and every person we will meet this week, each one 
made in the image of a God who built an entire world with them in mind. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, thank You that I was never an afterthought. Help me worship You today as the 
deliberate, loving Creator who built a world with me in mind. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, as we gather today, help Calvary see every person who walks 
through our doors the way You do, intended, valued, and made in Your image. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Job 38–39 — God's interrogation of Job from creation   •   Nehemiah 9:6 — You 
alone are the Lord, You made the heavens   •   Psalm 33:6–9 — summary of creation by the word of 
the Lord 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 
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Day 19  |  Monday, September 7, 2026 

Christ, the Word Who Creates 

Reading: John 1:1–3 (ESV) 

John deliberately echoes Genesis 1 in the opening words of his Gospel: “In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, and the Word was God... All things were made through him, and without 
him was not any thing made that was made.” John is not being poetic for effect. He is making a precise 
theological claim, the same eternal Word who was active in creation, the One through whom every star, 
every seed, every image-bearer came into existence, is the person we know as Jesus Christ. 

This reframes everything you read this past week in Genesis 1. When God said, “Let there be light,” the 
Son was there, active, speaking. When God said, “Let us make man in our image,” the Son was included 
in that “us.” Jesus is not a late addition to God's plan, brought in only after humanity sinned. He is the 
eternal Word through whom the entire created order exists, present and active from the very first verse 
of the Bible. 

Personally, this should deepen your worship of Christ, not just as your Savior, but as your Creator. The 
hands that were pierced on the cross are the same hands, in the mystery of the Trinity, through which 
the galaxies were spoken into being. As a church family, this is why Calvary preaches a Christ-centered 
Bible from Genesis to Revelation, because He was never absent from the story, He has always been at its 
center. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord Jesus, I worship You not only as my Savior but as my Creator. Help me see You active in 
every page of Scripture, from the very first verse. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, keep Calvary anchored in a Christ-centered reading of the 
whole Bible. Let us preach and teach Genesis to Revelation with Jesus at the center, because He 
always has been. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Genesis 1:1 — the beginning John's prologue echoes   •   Colossians 1:16–17 — all 
things created through and for Christ   •   Hebrews 1:2–3 — the Son, through whom God made the 
world 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 
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Day 20  |  Tuesday, September 8, 2026 

Through Him and For Him 

Reading: Colossians 1:15–17 (ESV) 

Paul takes John's claim about Christ and creation and pushes it even further. “For by him all things were 
created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 
authorities, all things were created through him and for him.” Not only did creation come into being 
through Christ, it exists for Christ. He is both the agent and the purpose of the created order. Genesis 1 
was never simply about the world, it was about a world made through and for the Son. 

Verse 17 adds one more staggering claim: “He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.” 
This is not deism, a God who wound up the universe and walked away. Christ is actively, continuously 
sustaining the created order at this very moment. Every law of physics, every heartbeat, every sunrise 
depends on Him holding it together right now, the same way He spoke it into being at the beginning. 

Personally, when your life feels like it is falling apart, remember the One who holds the entire universe 
together also holds you. As a church family, this truth should steady us in every season of uncertainty, 
construction delays, ministry setbacks, cultural pressure. The world has not spun out of Christ's hands. 
He is still holding all things together, including Calvary Baptist Church, right now. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Jesus, You hold all things together, including me. When my life feels like it is falling apart, 
remind me it is still held, by You, not by my own strength. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Lord, hold Calvary together in every season of uncertainty. Remind us 
that You sustain our church family the same way You sustain the universe, actively and completely. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: John 1:1–3 — the Word active in creation   •   Hebrews 1:2–3 — upholding the 
universe by His word   •   Revelation 3:14 — Christ, the beginning of God's creation 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 
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Day 21  |  Wednesday, September 9, 2026 

What Is Man? 

Reading: Psalm 8 (ESV) 

David looks up at the night sky and asks the question Genesis 1 has been building toward all week: 
“When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have set in 
place, what is man that you are mindful of him, and the son of man that you care for him?” It is a 
question of astonished humility. Against the backdrop of a universe this vast, why would God bother 
with a creature this small? 

David answers his own question with language pulled straight from Genesis 1: “You have made him a 
little lower than the heavenly beings and crowned him with glory and honor. You have given him 
dominion over the works of your hands.” This psalm is a worship response to the doctrine of the imago 
Dei. David does not marvel at humanity's independent greatness, he marvels that the God who made 
the vastness of space would crown such a small creature with dignity and delegated rule. 

Personally, let this psalm reshape how you see yourself, not as an accident of cosmic indifference, but as 
someone the Creator of galaxies is genuinely mindful of and cares for. As a church family, this is the 
posture we want, awestruck humility over our own dignity, awestruck worship of the God who gave it. 
Psalm 8 begins and ends the same way, “O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!” 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: O Lord, my Lord, how majestic is Your name. Thank You for being mindful of someone as 
small as me. Keep me humble and awestruck, never proud of a dignity I did not earn. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, fill Calvary with the astonished worship of Psalm 8, awe at 
Your majesty and gratitude for the dignity You have given each of us in Your image. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Genesis 1:26–28 — the dominion this psalm celebrates   •   Hebrews 2:6–9 — 
quoted and applied to Christ   •   Psalm 144:3–4 — what is man, that You regard him 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 
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Day 22  |  Thursday, September 10, 2026 

Creation Testifies 

Reading: Romans 1:18–23 (ESV) 

Paul argues that creation itself leaves humanity without excuse. “For his invisible attributes, namely, his 
eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in 
the things that have been made.” The very world Genesis 1 describes God speaking into being now 
serves as an ongoing witness to His existence and character. You do not need special revelation to know 
that a Creator exists, general revelation, the world itself, testifies loudly enough that suppressing that 
knowledge takes deliberate effort. 

That is exactly what Paul says happens next: people, knowing God through what has been made, “did 
not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish 
hearts were darkened.” This is the tragedy of the fall playing out on a global scale, humanity taking the 
evidence of a good Creator and exchanging worship of Him for worship of created things instead. 
Idolatry is not primarily a failure of information, it is a failure of the heart to honor what it already 
knows. 

Personally, every sunset, every intricate ecosystem, every night sky is God actively preaching to you. Are 
you listening, or suppressing? As a church family, this gives us confidence in evangelism. We are not 
trying to convince people of something entirely foreign, creation has already been testifying to them 
their whole lives. Our job is to point clearly to the God that testimony has always been about. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, forgive me for the times I have suppressed what creation has been telling me about 
You. Open my eyes again to see Your glory in the world around me. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, give Calvary confidence in evangelism, knowing that creation 
has already been preaching to every person in Columbus. Help us point clearly to the God that 
testimony reveals. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Psalm 19:1–4 — the heavens declaring God's glory   •   Acts 14:17 — God's 
witness in rain and fruitful seasons   •   Acts 17:24–28 — in Him we live and move and have our 
being 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 

  

https://www.esv.org/verses/Romans+1:18-23/
https://www.blueletterbible.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/


Day 23  |  Friday, September 11, 2026 

He Spoke, and It Was 

Reading: Psalm 33:6–9 (ESV) 

The psalmist summarizes the entire creation account in a handful of lines: “By the word of the Lord the 
heavens were made, and by the breath of his mouth all their host. He gathered the waters of the sea as 
a heap; he put the deeps in storehouses. Let all the earth fear the Lord... For he spoke, and it came to 
be; he commanded, and it stood firm.” Every phrase reaches back into Genesis 1, the word that spoke, 
the waters that were gathered, the created order that stood at attention the instant God commanded it. 

Notice the response this truth is meant to produce, not casual admiration, but fear, the reverent, 
awestruck kind that recognizes just how much power actually stands behind God's simplest word. If 
God's speech is powerful enough to summon an entire universe into existence and hold the sea within 
storehouses, then His promises to you, His warnings to you, His commands to you carry the same weight 
and the same certainty. He does not speak idly. 

Personally, let this settle your anxiety about whatever promise of God you are currently waiting on. The 
same voice that spoke galaxies into being has spoken over your life, and it does not fail to accomplish 
what it intends. As a church family, we can plan and step out in faith with real confidence, not because 
we are strong, but because the God who commands and it stands firm is the One we are following. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, You spoke and it came to be. Settle my anxious heart with the certainty of Your word 
over my life, the same certainty that holds the sea in its place. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, give Calvary confidence to step out in faith this season. Let us 
trust that the God who spoke the universe into being has spoken over our church family too, and His 
word does not fail. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Genesis 1:3 — the word this psalm recalls   •   Hebrews 11:3 — the universe 
created by God's word   •   John 1:3 — all things made through Him 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 

  

https://www.esv.org/verses/Psalm+33:6-9/
https://www.blueletterbible.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/


Day 24  |  Saturday, September 12, 2026 

The Seventh Day 

Reading: Genesis 2:1–3 (ESV) 

“Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. And on the seventh day God 
finished his work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all his work that he had 
done.” This is the true climax of the creation week, not the creation of man on day six, but God's rest on 
day seven. Unlike every previous day, the seventh day has no evening and no morning recorded, no 
closing formula. Many commentators have noticed this and suggested the seventh day, God's rest, is 
meant to be an open, ongoing invitation, not just a single twenty-four hour period long ago. 

God's rest is not recovery from exhaustion, He does not grow tired, Isaiah 40:28 tells us plainly. His rest 
is the enjoyment of completed, good work, a settled delight in what He has finished. Then He does 
something remarkable: He blesses the seventh day and makes it holy, set apart from the other six. Rest 
itself becomes sacred, built into the fabric of creation before sin ever entered the world, and before 
Israel ever received the Sabbath command at Sinai. 

Personally, as you prepare for tomorrow's gathering, let this shape your Sunday. Corporate worship is 
not merely a rule to follow, it is an invitation into the same rhythm of rest and delight God modeled at 
the very dawn of creation. As a church family, we gather each week not to earn anything from God, but 
to enter His rest, together, the way He designed from the beginning. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, teach me to actually rest, not just stop working, but delight in what You have finished, 
the way You did on the seventh day. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, as Calvary gathers tomorrow, help our church family enter 
Your rest together, not as a rule kept, but as a delight received, the way You designed from creation. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Exodus 20:8–11 — the Sabbath command rooted in creation   •   Hebrews 4:9–11 
— a Sabbath rest that still remains   •   Mark 2:27–28 — the Sabbath made for man 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 

  

https://www.esv.org/verses/Genesis+2:1-3/
https://www.blueletterbible.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/


Day 25  |  Sunday, September 13, 2026 

Ordered Ground for Everything Else 

Reading: Genesis 1:1–2:3 (ESV) 

Today closes our first stretch through Genesis, and the whole sweep of it is worth holding together one 
more time. A God who exists before all things, speaking a formless world into ordered goodness. Days 
that build space, then fill it, culminating in humanity made in His image, blessed, and given a task. A 
week that ends not with man's achievement, but with God's rest, holy and unhurried, an invitation into 
relationship rather than mere activity. Nothing about this chapter is incidental. It is the ground 
everything else in Scripture stands on. 

Every later doctrine you will ever study traces back here. Sin will only make sense against the backdrop 
of a world that was very good. Redemption will only make sense as God working to restore what was 
lost, not invent something new. Even the gospel itself echoes this pattern, light out of darkness, order 
out of chaos, life where there was none, all through the spoken word of God, now the living Word, Jesus 
Christ. Genesis 1 is not a chapter you outgrow. It is a foundation you keep building on for the rest of 
your life. 

Personally, let today be a day of gratitude for the God who made a world, and made you, on purpose 
and for good. As a church family, we carry this foundation with us into Genesis 2 tomorrow, where the 
camera lens narrows from the cosmos to a garden, and God's purposes get even more personal. Carry 
hope. Build intentional relationships. Pursue Jesus. Make disciples. That mission was written into 
creation before it was ever written into our vision statement. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Father, thank You for the ordered, good world You made, and for making me on purpose 
within it. As I close this first section, root my faith deeper in who You are. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Lord, thank You for the foundation Genesis 1 gives Calvary. As we 
move into Genesis 2 tomorrow, keep our church family anchored in the mission You wrote into 
creation itself. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Exodus 31:17 — the sign of the Sabbath forever   •   Psalm 104 — a hymn retelling 
the creation week   •   John 5:17 — my Father is working until now, and I am working 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 

  

https://www.esv.org/verses/Genesis+1:1-2:3/
https://www.blueletterbible.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/
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Day 26  |  Monday, September 14, 2026 

Before the Rain, Before the Man 

Reading: Genesis 2:4–6 (ESV) 

Genesis 2 does not contradict chapter one, it zooms in on it. “These are the generations of the heavens 
and the earth,” the text says, using a phrase that will recur throughout Genesis to mark a new section, a 
closer look at what has already been introduced. The camera lens narrows from the whole cosmos to a 
single garden, from six days of ordered creation to one deliberate, intimate act of forming a man. 
Chapter one tells us what happened. Chapter two tells us how personally God was involved in it. 

Verse 5 notes there was no small plant of the field yet, because the Lord God had not caused it to rain, 
and there was no man to work the ground. This is a striking detail. God intentionally withholds full 
flourishing until a partnership exists, rain from heaven and cultivation from man, working together. Even 
before the fall, God designed a world that depended on cooperation between divine provision and 
human labor. Neither was meant to operate alone. 

Personally, this is worth remembering the next time you feel like your work does not matter, or like you 
are simply waiting on God to do everything. From the very beginning, God built a world that needed 
both His provision and human participation. As a church family, this shapes how we think about ministry 
too, we pray for God to send rain, and we still get up and work the ground He has given us. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, thank You for designing me to participate in what You are doing, not just wait 
passively. Teach me to work the ground You have given me faithfully. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, give Calvary both dependence on Your provision and 
diligence in our labor. Let us pray for rain and still faithfully work the ground You have entrusted to 
us. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Genesis 1:1–2 — the wide-angle account this narrows   •   Job 38:26–28 — rain 
sent where no man is   •   Psalm 65:9–10 — God's care for the watered earth 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 

  

https://www.esv.org/verses/Genesis+2:4-6/
https://www.blueletterbible.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/


Day 27  |  Tuesday, September 15, 2026 

Dust and Breath 

Reading: Genesis 2:7 (ESV) 

“Then the Lord God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath 
of life, and the man became a living creature.” This is one of the most tender verses in all of Scripture. 
The Hebrew word for formed, yatsar, is the same word used for a potter shaping clay, patient, hands-on, 
deliberate. God is not simply speaking from a distance here, He is kneeling in the dirt, forming a body 
with His own hands. 

Then comes the breath. God does not merely animate a body, He breathes His own life into it, 
intimately, personally, mouth to nostrils in the imagery of the text. Man is made of two things held 
together: dust, humble and common, and divine breath, precious and life-giving. This is the biblical 
answer to the question of human identity. You are not merely elevated animal, and you are not divine 
yourself. You are dust that God chose to fill with His own breath, dependent entirely on Him for the life 
you have. 

Personally, this should produce both humility and dignity in the same breath, quite literally. You are 
dust, so you have nothing to boast in. You carry the breath of God, so you have nothing to despise about 
yourself either. As a church family, this is the picture we hold before every person who walks through 
our doors, made of dust like everyone else, yet uniquely filled with the breath of the God who formed 
them. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, You formed me from dust and breathed Your own life into me. Keep me humble about 
what I am made of, and grateful for the breath You gave. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, help Calvary see every person who walks through our doors 
as dust filled with Your breath, humble in origin, precious because You breathed life into them. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Job 33:4 — the breath of the Almighty gives life   •   Ecclesiastes 12:7 — the spirit 
returns to God who gave it   •   1 Corinthians 15:45 — the first man became a living being 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 

  

https://www.esv.org/verses/Genesis+2:7/
https://www.blueletterbible.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/


Day 28  |  Wednesday, September 16, 2026 

The Last Adam 

Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:45–49 (ESV) 

Paul takes the dust-and-breath moment of Genesis 2:7 and builds a whole theology of redemption on 
top of it. “The first man Adam became a living being, the last Adam became a life-giving spirit.” Adam 
received breath from God and lived. Christ, the last Adam, does not merely receive life, He gives it. 
Where the first Adam was formed from the dust of the ground, the second Adam, Paul says, is from 
heaven. Two representative heads, two humanities descending from them. 

This is the heart of Reformed and biblical anthropology, federal headship. You did not choose to be born 
into Adam's fallen humanity, dust that returns to dust, any more than a believer chooses their union 
with Christ apart from His grace reaching them first. But just as surely as we bear the image of the man 
of dust through natural birth, Scripture promises that everyone united to Christ by faith will bear the 
image of the man of heaven through new birth. What Adam lost, the last Adam recovers, and infinitely 
more. 

Personally, which Adam is currently defining your identity, the one who returns to dust, or the One who 
gives life-giving Spirit? As a church family, this is the gospel logic underneath everything we preach from 
Genesis, the story of humanity's fall in the first Adam only makes sense as the setup for humanity's 
rescue in the last Adam, Jesus Christ. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord Jesus, thank You for being the last Adam, giving life where the first Adam could only 
pass on dust and death. Let my identity rest fully in You. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, keep Calvary's preaching rooted in this pattern, the fall in the 
first Adam setting up the rescue in the last Adam. Let every sermon eventually lead here. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Genesis 2:7 — the moment this passage interprets   •   Romans 5:12–19 — the 
two Adams and their two headships   •   Philippians 3:20–21 — Christ transforming our lowly bodies 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 

  

https://www.esv.org/verses/1+Corinthians+15:45-49/
https://www.blueletterbible.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/


Day 29  |  Thursday, September 17, 2026 

A Garden Planted for Man 

Reading: Genesis 2:8–9 (ESV) 

“And the Lord God planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and there he put the man whom he had 
formed.” The sequence matters. God forms man first, then plants a garden specifically to place him in. 
This is not humanity stumbling into a pleasant environment by accident, it is God preparing a home in 
advance for the creature He is about to place there, an early picture of the same care Jesus will later 
describe when He tells His disciples He goes to prepare a place for them. 

Verse 9 describes trees “pleasant to the sight and good for food,” beauty and provision together, and 
then introduces two trees at the center of the garden: the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil. Eden is not simply a garden, it functions throughout Scripture almost like a sanctuary, a 
place where God walks with man, a pattern later reflected in the tabernacle and temple, both of which 
use garden imagery in their design. God's dwelling with humanity has always been the point. 

Personally, remember that God does not simply tolerate your presence, He prepares places for you, the 
way He prepared Eden for Adam. As a church family, this shapes how we think about our own campus 
and gathering spaces, not as mere function, but as places prepared with care, meant to reflect 
something of God's own hospitality toward His people. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, thank You for preparing places for me, the way You prepared Eden for Adam. Help me 
trust that You are still preparing what is good, even when I cannot see it yet. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, as Calvary continues to prepare and build our campus, let it 
reflect Your own hospitality, a place prepared with care for Your people to dwell with You. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Ezekiel 28:13 — Eden, the garden of God   •   Revelation 2:7 — the tree of life 
restored to the overcomer   •   John 14:2–3 — a place prepared for His people 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 

  

https://www.esv.org/verses/Genesis+2:8-9/
https://www.blueletterbible.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/


Day 30  |  Friday, September 18, 2026 

The Tree We're Still Waiting For 

Reading: Revelation 22:1–2 (ESV) 

John's final vision of the new creation reaches all the way back to Eden's tree of life and picks the story 
back up. “Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the 
throne of God and of the Lamb... also, on either side of the river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of 
fruit... and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.” The tree Adam and Eve lost access 
to in Genesis 3 reappears here, restored, multiplied, and made available forever to God's redeemed 
people. 

The whole Bible is bookended by this tree. Genesis 2 offers it, Genesis 3 bars access to it, and Revelation 
22 restores it fully, in a city where there is no more curse, no more night, and no more need for barred 
gates or flaming swords. This is not a minor detail, it is the arc of the entire Bible in miniature. What was 
lost in a garden is regained in a city, at far greater cost and with far greater glory than the original. 

Personally, let this fuel your hope. Whatever access to life, peace, or wholeness you feel you have lost, 
the final chapter of the story is not loss, it is restoration beyond what was first given. As a church family, 
we do not just look backward to Eden with nostalgia, we look forward to the new creation with 
confident hope, and we live now in light of where the story is actually headed. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, thank You that the story does not end in Eden's loss but in the new creation's 
restoration. Fix my hope on what is coming, not just what was lost. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, give Calvary a forward-facing hope, not nostalgia for what 
sin cost us, but confidence in the restoration Christ has secured and is bringing. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Genesis 2:9–10 — the tree first introduced here   •   Ezekiel 47:12 — trees bearing 
fruit for food and healing   •   Revelation 2:7 — the tree of life in the paradise of God 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 

  

https://www.esv.org/verses/Revelation+22:1-2/
https://www.blueletterbible.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/


Day 31  |  Saturday, September 19, 2026 

Eden as Sanctuary 

Reading: Genesis 2:8–9 (ESV) 

As you prepare for tomorrow, sit with the sanctuary shape of Eden a bit longer. Biblical scholars have 
long noticed that the garden's description echoes the later tabernacle and temple, an entrance from the 
east, cherubim guarding access, gold and precious stones nearby, God walking in the space with His 
people. Eden was, in a real sense, the first temple, the first place on earth where heaven and earth 
overlapped and God dwelt intimately with humanity. 

This reframes the whole story of Scripture as a temple story. Eden is God's dwelling place lost through 
sin. The tabernacle and temple are partial, provisional recoveries of that access, mediated through 
priests and sacrifices. Christ is God's dwelling with man in the flesh, John 1:14 literally says the Word 
tabernacled among us. And the church, Paul says in Ephesians 2, is now being built into a holy temple in 
the Lord, a dwelling place for God by the Spirit. 

Personally, you are not simply forgiven, you are being built into the very dwelling place of God, the thing 
Eden was always meant to be. As a church family, that is a staggering thought to carry into tomorrow's 
gathering: when Calvary meets, we are participating in the ongoing story of Eden being restored, God 
dwelling among His people once again. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, thank You that I am being built into Your dwelling place, the very thing Eden pictured. 
Prepare my heart to meet with You tomorrow as Your temple, not just a visitor. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, as Calvary gathers tomorrow, let us sense that we are part of 
the ongoing story of Eden restored, Your dwelling place among Your people, built stone by stone. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Exodus 25:8–9 — a sanctuary built to God's pattern   •   Ezekiel 28:13–14 — Eden 
described as the holy mountain   •   Revelation 21:3 — the dwelling place of God with man 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 

  

https://www.esv.org/verses/Genesis+2:8-9/
https://www.blueletterbible.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/


Day 32  |  Sunday, September 20, 2026 

Rivers Out of Eden 

Reading: Genesis 2:10–14 (ESV) 

The text pauses its narrative to describe geography, a river flowing out of Eden that divides into four 
rivers, the Pishon, Gihon, Tigris, and Euphrates, running through lands rich with gold, bdellium, and onyx 
stone. To modern readers this can feel like an odd detour, but Moses is making a theological point 
through careful detail. Eden is not a vague, mythical nowhere, it is described with the specificity of a real 
place, the headwaters of life and abundance flowing outward to bless the wider world. 

This outward flow matters. Eden was never meant to be a closed garden, self-contained and isolated. It 
was meant to be a source, life and blessing flowing from God's dwelling place out into all the earth, the 
same pattern we later see in Ezekiel's vision of water flowing from the temple to heal the Dead Sea, and 
again in Revelation's river flowing from God's throne. God's blessing has always been designed to move 
outward, not stay contained. 

Personally, are you a source that God's blessing flows out from, into your family, your workplace, your 
neighborhood, or are you keeping it contained, hoarded for yourself? As a church family, this is the 
pattern for Calvary's mission in Columbus, we are not meant to be a closed garden either. Whatever life 
and grace God gives us at this altar is meant to flow outward into our city, our region, and beyond. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, let Your blessing flow through me, not stop at me. Show me where I have been 
hoarding grace instead of letting it move outward to others. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, make Calvary a source, not a container. Let the life and grace 
You give us at this altar flow outward into Columbus and beyond, the way the rivers flowed out of 
Eden. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Ezekiel 47:1–9 — river flowing from the temple, bringing life   •   Revelation 22:1–
2 — the river of the water of life   •   Psalm 46:4 — a river that makes glad the city of God 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 

  

https://www.esv.org/verses/Genesis+2:10-14/
https://www.blueletterbible.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/


Day 33  |  Monday, September 21, 2026 

Work Before the Fall 

Reading: Genesis 2:15 (ESV) 

“The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and keep it.” This single verse 
dismantles a common misunderstanding many people carry into the Bible, that work itself is a curse, 
something that entered the world only after sin. It did not. Adam is given meaningful labor before the 
fall, before sin, before any hardship enters the story. Work is part of God's original, good design for 
humanity, not a punishment tacked on afterward. 

The two verbs used here, work and keep, are worth noting closely. The same Hebrew words are used 
elsewhere in the Old Testament to describe the duties of priests serving in the tabernacle, to serve and 
to guard. Adam's job in the garden was, in a real sense, priestly, cultivating what God had given and 
guarding it against corruption. This reinforces the sanctuary shape of Eden, Adam was not just a farmer, 
he was functioning as a priest-king in God's own dwelling place. 

Personally, this should elevate how you think about your own labor, whatever it is. If Adam's gardening 
was priestly work in God's presence, your ordinary job can be too, cultivating what God has entrusted to 
you and guarding it from corruption. As a church family, let's disciple people to see their nine-to-five as 
more than a paycheck, but as a genuine extension of this original priestly calling. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, help me see my work today, ordinary as it feels, as an extension of Adam's priestly 
calling in the garden, cultivating and guarding what You have entrusted to me. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, disciple Calvary to see work as more than a paycheck. Let our 
church family cultivate and guard what You have given them as an act of worship, not merely a job. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Exodus 20:9 — six days you shall labor   •   Ecclesiastes 2:24 — finding enjoyment 
in one's toil   •   Colossians 3:23–24 — working heartily, as for the Lord 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 

  

https://www.esv.org/verses/Genesis+2:15/
https://www.blueletterbible.org/
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Day 34  |  Tuesday, September 22, 2026 

Created for Good Works 

Reading: Ephesians 2:10 (ESV) 

Paul echoes the garden's design in his letter to the Ephesians: “For we are his workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.” The pattern 
Adam experienced in Eden, formed by God and given meaningful work to do, is the same pattern every 
believer experiences in Christ. Salvation is not the end of purposeful work, it is the doorway into it. God 
saves us for good works, not merely from bad ones. 

Notice the order carefully. Verses 8 and 9, just before this, make clear salvation is by grace through faith, 
not a result of works, so that no one may boast. Then verse 10 immediately pivots to good works we 
were created for. Grace does not eliminate purpose, it restores it. Just as Adam's work in the garden 
flowed out of God's provision and blessing rather than earning it, our good works flow out of grace 
already received, never a means of earning it. 

Personally, ask what specific good works God prepared beforehand for you to walk in this week, not 
generic religious activity, but the actual tasks in front of you today. As a church family, let's remember 
that discipleship is not about generating good works out of guilt, but walking in the ones already 
prepared for us, the way Adam simply stepped into the garden work God had prepared before him. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, show me the good works You prepared beforehand for me today, not works to earn 
Your favor, but works that flow from the grace I already have in Christ. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, keep Calvary from turning discipleship into guilt-driven 
activity. Help our church family walk in the good works You have already prepared, resting in grace, 
not earning it. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Genesis 2:15 — the original pattern this verse echoes   •   Titus 2:14 — a people 
zealous for good works   •   2 Timothy 3:17 — equipped for every good work 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 

  

https://www.esv.org/verses/Ephesians+2:10/
https://www.blueletterbible.org/
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Day 35  |  Wednesday, September 23, 2026 

One Command, One Tree 

Reading: Genesis 2:16–17 (ESV) 

“And the Lord God commanded the man, ‘You may surely eat of every tree of the garden, but of the tree 
of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat.’” It is worth counting carefully what this command 
actually contains. God gives permission to eat freely from every tree in an entire garden, and restricts 
only one. This is not a stingy God rationing pleasure, it is a generous God setting a single, clear boundary 
within overwhelming abundance. The prohibition is the exception, not the rule. 

The tree's name is significant. The knowledge of good and evil in Hebrew idiom often refers not to 
abstract information but to moral autonomy, the authority to decide for oneself what is right and 
wrong, rather than receiving that definition from God. God was not withholding wisdom from Adam out 
of jealousy. He was protecting him from the catastrophic error of self-rule, deciding good and evil apart 
from his Creator's revealed word. 

Personally, this exposes a temptation as old as Eden, wanting to define good and evil for yourself rather 
than receiving God's definition. Where are you currently negotiating with God's clear commands, 
treating a restriction as stinginess rather than protection? As a church family, we want to trust that 
God's commands, even the ones that feel restrictive, come from the same generous heart that gave 
Adam an entire garden to enjoy freely. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, forgive me for the times I have treated Your commands as stinginess rather than 
protection. Help me trust that even Your restrictions come from a generous heart. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, keep Calvary from redefining good and evil by our own 
standards. Let our church family submit joyfully to Your revealed Word, trusting Your generosity even 
in the boundaries You set. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Genesis 3:1–3 — the command distorted in the very next chapter   •   
Deuteronomy 30:19–20 — life and death set before you   •   James 1:25 — blessed in doing, not just 
hearing 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 

  

https://www.esv.org/verses/Genesis+2:16-17/
https://www.blueletterbible.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/


Day 36  |  Thursday, September 24, 2026 

The Certainty of Death 

Reading: Genesis 2:16–17 (ESV) 

“For in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.” This warning is stated with unusual emphasis in 
the Hebrew, literally “dying you shall die,” a construction used to underline absolute certainty. God does 
not hedge, threaten vaguely, or leave room for negotiation. He states the consequence plainly, in 
advance, before the temptation even arrives in chapter three. Adam cannot later claim ignorance. He 
was told clearly, and he was told first, before the woman was even formed. 

This is significant for understanding sin and responsibility later in the story. Scripture consistently holds 
Adam, not Eve, as the covenant representative who received this command directly and bears primary 
responsibility for the fall, a point Paul makes explicit in Romans 5, sin entered the world through one 
man. The clarity of God's warning here means the fall was never a tragic accident or a trap Adam 
stumbled into unknowingly. It was a willful, informed rebellion against a command clearly given. 

Personally, this should sober you about the seriousness of sin in your own life. God's warnings are not 
vague suggestions, they are clear, certain, and given in love to protect you from real consequences. As a 
church family, we want to preach both the seriousness of sin's consequences and the certainty of God's 
warnings, because a vague view of sin produces a vague view of the cross that was needed to deal with 
it. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, help me take Your warnings as seriously as You give them. Sober my heart about sin, 
not to produce despair, but to drive me back to the cross that dealt with it fully. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, keep Calvary's preaching honest about the seriousness of sin. 
Let a clear view of the consequences of rebellion drive our church family toward a deeper love for the 
cross. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Romans 6:23 — the wages of sin is death   •   Ezekiel 18:20 — the soul who sins 
shall die   •   James 1:15 — sin, when fully grown, brings forth death 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 

  

https://www.esv.org/verses/Genesis+2:16-17/
https://www.blueletterbible.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/


Day 37  |  Friday, September 25, 2026 

Not Good to Be Alone 

Reading: Genesis 2:18 (ESV) 

For the first time in the creation account, God pronounces something not good. “Then the Lord God 
said, ‘It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper fit for him.’” This is striking. 
Adam is in a perfect garden, in unbroken fellowship with God Himself, sinless, provided for, purposeful, 
and yet something is still incomplete. Relationship with God, as rich as it is, was never designed to be 
the sum total of human community. God built humanity for horizontal relationship as well as vertical. 

The word translated helper, ezer, is not a term of lesser status. It is used throughout the Old Testament, 
more often than not, to describe God Himself as Israel's helper, their strength and defense in times of 
need. A helper is not a subordinate assistant, it is someone whose strength meets a real need the other 
cannot meet alone. Woman is introduced here not as an afterthought or an accessory, but as the 
answer to a genuine deficiency God Himself identifies in a world otherwise declared very good. 

Personally, this affirms the deep, God-given need for community, marriage for some, and rich friendship 
and church family for all. Isolation was not good even in Eden. As a church family, this is why Calvary 
invests so heavily in small groups and real relational discipleship, not as a program add-on, but because 
God Himself said isolation is not good, even for people walking in unbroken fellowship with Him. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, thank You for designing me for relationship, not isolation. Show me where I have been 
trying to go it alone, and give me courage to pursue real community. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, thank You for the gift of church family. Help Calvary keep 
building real relational community, small groups, and friendship, because You said from the 
beginning that isolation is not good. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Ecclesiastes 4:9–12 — two are better than one   •   1 Corinthians 12:21 — the 
body's members need one another   •   Proverbs 27:17 — iron sharpens iron 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 

  

https://www.esv.org/verses/Genesis+2:18/
https://www.blueletterbible.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/


Day 38  |  Saturday, September 26, 2026 

Community by Design 

Reading: Genesis 2:18 (ESV) 

Sit with yesterday's verse once more before tomorrow's gathering. It is worth noticing that God 
announces this need Himself, before Adam ever expresses loneliness, before Adam even seems to 
notice anything missing. This is not humanity discovering its own deficiency and demanding God fix it. It 
is God, who knows His creation completely, identifying a need Adam did not yet articulate and moving 
to meet it before Adam asked. 

This says something important about how God relates to us still. He often sees what we need before we 
can name it ourselves. Adam was surrounded by an entire garden of good things, meaningful work, 
direct fellowship with God, abundant provision, and still God said something was missing. Sometimes 
the things we think should satisfy us completely were never designed to, and that is not a flaw in God's 
plan, it is evidence He built us for more than self-sufficiency. 

Personally, is there a need in your life you have not yet named, but God already sees? As a church 
family, this is one of the deep reasons we gather weekly rather than simply consuming sermons alone at 
home. God designed us, even in a perfect world, for face-to-face community. Tomorrow, come 
expecting not just to receive a message, but to be genuinely present with people, one of the good gifts 
Eden was building toward. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, thank You for seeing needs in me before I can name them myself. Help me trust Your 
provision for community, even when I do not yet know what I am missing. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, as Calvary gathers tomorrow, help our church family come 
expecting real presence with one another, not just a message consumed, because You designed us 
for face-to-face community from the beginning. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Acts 2:42–47 — the early church's devoted community   •   Hebrews 10:24–25 — 
not neglecting to meet together   •   Romans 12:5 — one body, individually members of one another 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 

  

https://www.esv.org/verses/Genesis+2:18/
https://www.blueletterbible.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/


Day 39  |  Sunday, September 27, 2026 

Naming the Animals 

Reading: Genesis 2:19–20 (ESV) 

Before God forms woman, He brings every beast of the field and bird of the heavens to Adam “to see 
what he would call them.” This is an extraordinary display of trust and delegated authority. God, who 
named light, darkness, day, and night in chapter one, now hands the naming task to man, allowing Adam 
to exercise the dominion and image-bearing authority given to him in chapter one. This is not a delay or 
a distraction before the main event, it is Adam actively living out his created purpose. 

There is also a slower, more instructive purpose at work. As Adam names animal after animal, pair after 
pair, male and female present throughout the animal kingdom, verse 20 notes “but for Adam there was 
not found a helper fit for him.” God is not being cruel by making Adam wait through this process. He is 
letting Adam discover his own need for himself, through careful, attentive observation, so that when 
woman is finally formed, Adam will recognize her as the answer he had been searching for all along. 

Personally, sometimes God lets us work through a process to feel a need fully before He meets it, not 
because He enjoys withholding, but because the gift means more once we recognize what it answers. As 
a church family, let's trust God's timing in our own seasons of waiting, He is not slow, He may be 
teaching us to recognize the gift more fully when it arrives. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, teach me to trust Your timing in seasons of waiting. Help me see that You are not 
withholding out of cruelty, but preparing me to recognize the gift more fully. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, give Calvary patience in seasons where answers feel delayed. 
Help us trust that You are working through the process, not absent from it. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Genesis 1:26 — the dominion exercised in naming the animals   •   Psalm 8:6–8 — 
all things put under man's feet   •   Psalm 104:24 — the earth full of God's creatures 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 

  

https://www.esv.org/verses/Genesis+2:19-20/
https://www.blueletterbible.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/


Day 40  |  Monday, September 28, 2026 

No Helper Found 

Reading: Genesis 2:19–20 (ESV) 

Read verse 20 again slowly today: “The man gave names to all livestock and to the birds of the heavens 
and to every beast of the field. But for Adam there was not found a helper fit for him.” This is one of the 
most understated, poignant lines in the whole creation account. Adam is surrounded by an entire 
garden teeming with life, and yet, in all of it, nothing corresponds to him. He is genuinely alone among 
creatures he has just carefully named and studied. 

This detail matters theologically. It rules out any notion that an animal, however impressive, could ever 
satisfy the relational need God identified in verse 18. Humanity is categorically different from the rest of 
creation, made in God's image in a way animals are not, and therefore requiring a partner from within 
that same category. Only another image-bearer could be fit for Adam. This dignifies human relationship 
in a way nothing else in creation can substitute for. 

Personally, if you have ever tried to fill a genuinely relational, human-shaped need with something that 
was never designed to satisfy it, work, hobbies, screens, this verse names that futility honestly. As a 
church family, let's be a people who point each other back toward real, embodied relationship, with God 
and with one another, rather than settling for substitutes that were never fit for the need in the first 
place. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, show me where I have tried to fill a relational need with something that was never 
meant to satisfy it. Draw me back toward real relationship with You and Your people. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, help Calvary point people toward real, embodied community 
rather than substitutes. Let our church family be a place where genuine relationship is found, not just 
offered. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Proverbs 18:22 — he who finds a wife finds a good thing   •   Ecclesiastes 4:9–10 
— a good reward for their toil together   •   Genesis 2:23 — Adam's response the very next verse 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 

  

https://www.esv.org/verses/Genesis+2:19-20/
https://www.blueletterbible.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/


Day 41  |  Tuesday, September 29, 2026 

The Rib and the Woman 

Reading: Genesis 2:21–22 (ESV) 

“So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and while he slept took one of his ribs... and 
the rib that the Lord God had taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the man.” 
Notice again the intimacy of God's involvement. He does not simply speak woman into existence the 
way He spoke light or land into being. He performs a kind of surgery, taking material from Adam's own 
body, and personally forms and brings her to him, like a father presenting a bride. 

The material matters. Woman is not made from the dust of the ground, as Adam was, nor from an 
animal, but from Adam's own side, close to his heart, as many commentators through history have 
noted. She is not beneath him, formed from his foot to be trampled, nor above him, formed from his 
head to rule over him, but beside him, formed from his rib to walk in partnership with him. Equal in 
dignity as an image-bearer, distinct in role, united by shared origin. 

Personally, this design should shape how you think about the opposite sex, whether in marriage or 
simply in the church family, not competitors, not interchangeable, but complementary image-bearers, 
built from shared origin for real partnership. As a church family, we want marriages and friendships 
across the sexes at Calvary to reflect this original design, dignity and partnership held together, never 
traded for domination on either side. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, thank You for the deep intimacy with which You formed woman from man. Shape my 
relationships to reflect dignity and partnership, never domination or competition. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, help Calvary's marriages and friendships reflect the dignity 
and partnership You designed from the beginning, equal in worth, distinct in role, united in purpose. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Ephesians 5:28–30 — husbands and their own flesh   •   1 Corinthians 11:8–9 — 
woman from man, man through woman   •   Proverbs 31:10 — an excellent wife, far more precious 
than jewels 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 

  

https://www.esv.org/verses/Genesis+2:21-22/
https://www.blueletterbible.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/


Day 42  |  Wednesday, September 30, 2026 

A Mystery About Christ and the Church 

Reading: Ephesians 5:29–32 (ESV) 

Paul takes the one-flesh union of Genesis 2 and unveils a deeper layer underneath it. After quoting 
Genesis 2:24 directly, he writes, “This mystery is profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ and 
the church.” Marriage, from its very origin in Eden, was never merely a human institution for 
companionship and family. It was designed from the start as a living picture of the union between Christ 
and His people, His self-giving love, His nourishing care, and the church's glad submission and devotion 
in return. 

This reframes everything about Christian marriage. A husband's calling to love his wife as Christ loved 
the church, giving Himself up for her, is not an arbitrary rule, it is the recovery of what marriage was 
always meant to display. Every Christian marriage, however ordinary it feels day to day, is participating 
in a cosmic drama, a small, embodied echo of the gospel itself, on display for a watching world. 

Personally, if you are married, ask whether your marriage currently points toward this gospel picture, or 
obscures it. If you are single, this mystery is not less true of you, you belong to the church, the bride 
Christ loves and gave Himself for. As a church family, let's take marriage seriously precisely because it 
was never merely about us, it has always been about displaying Christ's love for His people. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, help my relationships, married or single, point toward the gospel truth that Christ 
loved the church and gave Himself for her. Let that mystery shape how I love others. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, help Calvary's marriages display the mystery of Christ and the 
church clearly. Strengthen husbands to love sacrificially and the whole church family to reflect glad 
devotion to You. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Genesis 2:24 — the verse Paul is expounding   •   1 Corinthians 6:16–17 — joined 
to the Lord, one spirit   •   Revelation 19:7–9 — the marriage supper of the Lamb 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 

  

https://www.esv.org/verses/Ephesians+5:29-32/
https://www.blueletterbible.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/


Day 43  |  Thursday, October 1, 2026 

Bone of My Bones 

Reading: Genesis 2:23 (ESV) 

Adam's first recorded words in Scripture are poetry, not prose. “This at last is bone of my bones and 
flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.” After naming an 
entire garden full of animals, none of them prompted Adam to speak. Woman does. “At last” captures 
the emotional weight of the moment, relief, recognition, and joy after a genuine, felt absence. This is 
not a business arrangement, it is an outburst of delighted recognition. 

The wordplay in Hebrew reinforces the point. Man is ish, woman is ishshah, sounds and roots 
deliberately close together, underscoring shared nature and equal dignity even in the language itself. 
Adam does not name her the way he named the animals, exercising dominion over something 
categorically beneath him. He recognizes her, someone finally corresponding to him, from him, like him, 
in a way nothing else in creation was. 

Personally, let Adam's joy here shape your gratitude for the people God has given you, a spouse, close 
friends, church family, people who are genuinely bone of your bone in the sense that they truly 
understand and share life with you. As a church family, this kind of recognition, at last, someone who 
gets it, someone to walk with, is part of what we want every person to experience within Calvary's 
community, not just theologically, but relationally. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, thank You for the people in my life who feel like at last, someone who truly shares life 
with me. Help me treasure them the way Adam treasured this gift. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, let Calvary be a place where people experience real 
recognition and belonging, an at last moment of community, not just theological agreement but 
genuine, shared life. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Ephesians 5:28–30 — loving a wife as one's own body   •   Matthew 19:5–6 — 
Jesus quoting this exact pattern   •   Genesis 2:18 — the need this moment of recognition answers 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 

  

https://www.esv.org/verses/Genesis+2:23/
https://www.blueletterbible.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/
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Day 44  |  Friday, October 2, 2026 

Leave and Cleave 

Reading: Genesis 2:24 (ESV) 

“Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become 
one flesh.” This verse, spoken as a narrator's commentary rather than Adam's own words, establishes 
marriage's design pattern for all of human history to follow. Leaving means a genuine reordering of 
primary loyalty, a new household formed distinct from the family of origin. Holding fast, sometimes 
translated cleaving, means a covenantal, permanent bond, not a casual or provisional arrangement. 

The phrase “one flesh” describes something deeper than physical union alone, though it certainly 
includes it. It describes a total union of two distinct people into a new, singular reality, economically, 
relationally, and spiritually intertwined in a way that cannot be casually undone without real damage to 
both. This is God's design, established at creation, before the fall, before any human culture or legal 
system weighed in. Marriage was His idea, on His terms, from the very beginning. 

Personally, if you are married, this verse calls you to a real leaving, prioritizing your spouse over even 
your family of origin, and a real cleaving, permanent, covenantal faithfulness. As a church family, we 
want to teach and model marriage according to this original design, not according to whatever the 
surrounding culture currently prefers, because this pattern predates every culture that has ever tried to 
redefine it. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, whatever my marital status, help me honor the pattern You designed at creation, 
leaving and cleaving faithfully, covenantally, according to Your terms, not culture's. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, help Calvary teach and model marriage according to Your 
original design. Protect our church family from redefining what You established before any human 
culture existed. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Matthew 19:5 — Jesus citing this verse directly   •   Mark 10:7–8 — the two shall 
become one flesh   •   Ephesians 5:31 — Paul applying this to Christ and the church 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 

  

https://www.esv.org/verses/Genesis+2:24/
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Day 45  |  Saturday, October 3, 2026 

What God Has Joined 

Reading: Matthew 19:4–6 (ESV) 

When questioned about divorce, Jesus does not turn to contemporary rabbinic debate, He turns straight 
back to Genesis. “Have you not read that he who created them from the beginning made them male and 
female, and said, ‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and 
the two shall become one flesh’?... What therefore God has joined together, let not man separate.” 
Jesus treats Genesis 1 and 2 as historically true, authoritative, and directly binding, not ancient poetry to 
be reinterpreted by later generations. 

This matters enormously for how we approach questions of marriage, gender, and sexuality today. 
Jesus, God incarnate, the very Word through whom creation came into being, personally affirms the 
original creation design as the standard, even centuries after the fall had already introduced hardness of 
heart into human relationships. He does not update Genesis for a changing culture, He roots His own 
teaching in it as fixed and authoritative. 

Personally, as you prepare for tomorrow's gathering, let this settle your confidence in Genesis as more 
than ancient background material. Jesus Himself treated it as bedrock truth. As a church family, we can 
hold to biblical marriage and creation order with conviction precisely because it was never merely 
Moses' idea, it carries Christ's own explicit endorsement, straight from His mouth. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord Jesus, thank You for affirming the creation design as true and binding. Give me 
confidence in Your Word, not as ancient background, but as Your own settled truth. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, root Calvary's convictions about marriage and creation order 
in Christ's own words. Give our church family courage to hold what Jesus Himself affirmed as true. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Genesis 2:24 — the text Jesus is interpreting   •   1 Corinthians 7:10–11 — Paul's 
instruction on marriage and divorce   •   Malachi 2:14–16 — the Lord as witness between husband 
and wife 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 
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Day 46  |  Sunday, October 4, 2026 

Naked and Unashamed 

Reading: Genesis 2:25 (ESV) 

The chapter closes with a single, quiet, devastating-in-its-simplicity sentence: “And the man and his wife 
were both naked and were not ashamed.” It is easy to read past this verse quickly, but it captures 
something we have never fully experienced since, complete, unguarded vulnerability with zero fear of 
rejection, judgment, or exploitation. Physical nakedness here represents total relational and emotional 
transparency, nothing hidden, nothing performed, nothing to protect. 

Shame, as Genesis 3 will show us, enters the world through sin, and once it enters, it never fully leaves 
this side of glory. We spend enormous energy hiding, performing, managing how others see us, precisely 
because we intuitively know we are not fully safe being fully known. Genesis 2:25 is a snapshot of what 
humanity lost, and what redemption in Christ is slowly restoring, a community where people can be fully 
known without being caught in condemnation. 

Personally, ask where shame is currently driving you to hide, from God, from your spouse, from your 
church family. Christ's righteousness covers you completely, you do not have to perform. As a church 
family, this is what we want Calvary to feel like, a community safe enough for people to be genuinely 
known, because the shame Adam and Eve lost in the garden has been fully answered at the cross. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, expose the places where shame is driving me to hide. Thank You that Christ's 
righteousness covers me completely, and I do not have to perform to be loved by You. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, make Calvary a place safe enough for people to be genuinely 
known without fear of condemnation. Let the shame Christ has answered at the cross be visibly 
undone in our church family. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Genesis 3:7,10 — the shame that follows immediately   •   Hebrews 4:13 — all 
things naked before God's eyes   •   Romans 8:1 — no condemnation for those in Christ 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 
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Day 47  |  Monday, October 5, 2026 

The Second Creation Account 

Reading: Genesis 2:4–25 (ESV) 

Read the whole chapter today in one sitting and notice its shape. Where Genesis 1 gives us the wide-
angle lens, ordered days, cosmic scope, humanity as the crowning act of a six-day sequence, Genesis 2 
gives us the close-up, God's hands in the dirt forming a man, breath in his nostrils, a garden planted 
specifically for him, a partner formed from his own side. Both chapters are telling the truth. Neither 
contradicts the other. One shows us God's transcendent power, the other shows us His intimate care. 

This dual perspective matters for how we relate to God ourselves. He is the God who spoke galaxies into 
existence with a word, utterly sovereign, utterly beyond us. He is also the God who knelt in the dust to 
form a single man, breath to nostrils, personal and near. You do not have to choose between an 
awesome, transcendent God and a tender, near God. Genesis 1 and 2, held together, give you both, 
because both are equally true. 

Personally, which side of God's character do you tend to forget, His overwhelming power, or His 
personal nearness? As a church family, let's hold both in our worship and our discipleship, teaching 
people to fear the Lord who spoke the universe into being, and to run to the Lord who formed them 
personally, breath to nostrils, with His own hands. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, You are both the God who spoke galaxies into being and the God who knelt in the dust 
to form me. Help me hold both truths, awe at Your power and comfort in Your nearness. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, teach Calvary to hold both sides of Your character in worship, 
transcendent power and personal nearness. Let our church family fear You rightly and run to You 
freely. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Genesis 1:26–27 — the wide-angle account paired with this close-up   •   1 
Corinthians 11:8–12 — man and woman, not independent of each other   •   Psalm 139:14 — 
fearfully and wonderfully made 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 
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Day 48  |  Tuesday, October 6, 2026 

Formed and Known 

Reading: Psalm 139:13–16 (ESV) 

David takes the intimate, hands-on forming of Genesis 2:7 and applies it personally to himself, and to 
every human life since. “For you formed my inward parts; you knitted me together in my mother's 
womb... my frame was not hidden from you, when I was being made in secret, intricately woven in the 
depths of the earth. Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in your book were written, every one of 
them, the days that were formed for me, when as yet there was none of them.” What God did once, 
personally, with dust and breath, He does again, personally, with every single human life conceived 
since. 

This has direct implications for how we think about human dignity from the very earliest stages of life. If 
God is intimately knitting together every person in the womb, forming their frame before any of them 
are visible to human eyes, then the value of that life does not wait for viability, or birth, or usefulness. It 
is present from the moment God begins the knitting, the same personal, deliberate care that formed 
Adam from dust. 

Personally, let this psalm settle any doubt about your own worth. You were not an accident, you were 
knit together on purpose, with days already written before you took your first breath. As a church 
family, this shapes our conviction about the dignity of the unborn, and our compassion toward every 
family walking through the hard realities of pregnancy, loss, or difficult decisions, because every single 
life is formed the way David describes. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, thank You for knitting me together on purpose, with days already written before I took 
my first breath. Settle any doubt I carry about my own worth in You. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, root Calvary's conviction about the dignity of every life, born 
and unborn, in this psalm. Give our church family compassion for every family navigating hard 
realities around life and pregnancy. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Job 10:8–12 — Your hands fashioned and made me   •   Jeremiah 1:5 — known 
before being formed in the womb   •   Isaiah 44:24 — the Lord who formed you from the womb 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 
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Day 49  |  Wednesday, October 7, 2026 

Image and Dust, Together 

Reading: Genesis 1:26–27; 2:7 (ESV) 

Hold these two texts side by side today. Genesis 1 tells us humanity was made in God's image, given 
dominion, blessed to be fruitful. Genesis 2 tells us that same humanity was formed from dust, entirely 
dependent on God's breath for life. Both are true of you, simultaneously, every day. You are dignified, 
God's image-bearer, appointed representative of His rule on earth. You are also dependent, dust that 
only lives because God continues to breathe life into you moment by moment. 

This tension, if we let it stay a tension rather than resolving it prematurely, protects us from two 
opposite errors. Emphasize only the image and you drift toward pride, self-sufficiency, functional 
autonomy from God. Emphasize only the dust and you drift toward despair, a sense of worthlessness 
that denies the dignity God has genuinely given you. Scripture refuses to let you settle into either 
extreme. You are dust with dignity, dependent and honored, at the very same time. 

Personally, which error are you more prone to this season, pride that forgets you are dust, or despair 
that forgets you bear God's image? As a church family, let's disciple people toward this held-together 
truth, humble enough to remember our dependence, confident enough to remember our God-given 
dignity, neither one canceling out the other. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, keep me from pride that forgets I am dust, and from despair that forgets I bear Your 
image. Hold both truths together in me, dependent and dignified. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, disciple Calvary toward humble confidence, remembering our 
dependence on You without losing sight of the dignity You have genuinely given every image-bearer 
among us. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Psalm 103:14 — He knows how we are formed, that we are dust   •   Ecclesiastes 
12:7 — dust returns, the spirit returns to God   •   2 Corinthians 4:7 — treasure held in jars of clay 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 
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Day 50  |  Thursday, October 8, 2026 

The Rest We Were Made For 

Reading: Hebrews 4:9–11 (ESV) 

The author of Hebrews looks back at God's seventh-day rest in Genesis 2 and tells us it was never fully 
realized, and still points forward to something greater. “So then, there remains a Sabbath rest for the 
people of God, for whoever has entered God's rest has also rested from his works as God did from his. 
Let us therefore strive to enter that rest.” The rest God modeled at creation was always meant to be an 
invitation into something ongoing, a settled, restful relationship with Him, not just a weekly pause from 
labor. 

This rest was interrupted almost immediately by sin in Genesis 3, and humanity has been striving, 
restless, and exhausted ever since, trying to manufacture through work or achievement what was 
originally meant to be received as a gift. The good news of the gospel is that Christ's finished work, His 
“it is finished” on the cross, opens the door back into this rest. You do not have to strive for what Christ 
has already accomplished. You enter it by faith. 

Personally, are you still striving for a rest that Christ has already secured for you? As a church family, our 
Sunday gathering is meant to be a weekly taste of this deeper gospel rest, not one more thing to check 
off a busy week, but a genuine entry point into the rest Christ purchased. Let's guard that rhythm 
carefully, both for ourselves and for those we lead. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord Jesus, thank You that Your finished work opened the door back into rest. Stop me from 
striving for what You have already accomplished, and teach me to simply enter it by faith. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, let Calvary's Sunday gathering be a genuine entry into gospel 
rest for our church family, not one more obligation in a busy week, but the rest Christ purchased for 
us. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Genesis 2:2–3 — the rest this passage explains   •   Exodus 20:8–11 — the Sabbath 
rooted in creation's rest   •   Matthew 11:28–29 — come to Me, and I will give you rest 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 
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Day 51  |  Friday, October 9, 2026 

Working as for the Lord 

Reading: Colossians 3:23–24 (ESV) 

Paul takes the dignity of Adam's original garden work and applies it directly to the everyday labor of 
ordinary believers, most of them, in his original context, actually servants under difficult masters. 
“Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, knowing that from the Lord you will 
receive the inheritance as your reward. You are serving the Lord Christ.” Even labor performed under 
unjust or difficult conditions can be transformed into an act of worship when it is offered to Christ rather 
than merely endured for a paycheck. 

This connects directly back to Eden. Adam's work was never meant to be separated from his relationship 
with God, cultivating the garden was part of walking with Him, not a distraction from it. Sin has since 
made work harder, sometimes genuinely unjust and exploitative, but it has not erased the original 
design that work, offered to God, remains meaningful and dignified, whatever the earthly circumstances 
surrounding it. 

Personally, is there work in your life right now that feels thankless, unnoticed, or unfair? Paul's word to 
you is the same word he gave to servants under hard masters, do it heartily as for the Lord. As a church 
family, let's encourage one another in the ordinary, often invisible labor most of our people do all week, 
reminding each other that Christ sees, values, and will reward it, even when no one else does. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, help me work heartily as for You today, even in the parts of my labor that feel 
thankless or unnoticed. Remind me that You see and will reward what others overlook. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, encourage Calvary's church family in the ordinary, often 
invisible work most of them do all week. Let us remind one another that You see and value what the 
world overlooks. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Ecclesiastes 9:10 — whatever your hand finds to do, do with your might   •   
Ephesians 6:5–8 — serving as if serving the Lord   •   Genesis 2:15 — the original priestly pattern of 
work 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 
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Day 52  |  Saturday, October 10, 2026 

The Garden Before the Fall 

Reading: Genesis 2:15–25 (ESV) 

As we close out our time in Genesis 2, read once more through the second half of the chapter, work 
given, boundary set, need identified, partner formed, union celebrated. Everything in this chapter is 
genuinely good, genuinely whole, and entirely untouched by sin. It is worth sitting with that fully before 
tomorrow, because Genesis 3 is going to take this exact scene, meaningful work, a clear command, a 
good marriage, unashamed intimacy, and show us how quickly and thoroughly it all unraveled. 

This ordering matters theologically. Sin is never the starting point of the biblical story. Goodness is. The 
fall is a genuine tragedy precisely because it disrupts something that was actually good, not because it 
reveals some hidden flaw that was there from the beginning. Every consequence we will study starting 
tomorrow, painful labor, relational strife, cursed ground, death itself, is a departure from what God 
originally intended, not evidence of what He intended all along. 

Personally, let this shape how you think about your own struggles. Whatever brokenness you carry, in 
your body, your relationships, your work, it is a departure from God's good design, not His original 
intention for you. As a church family, we want to hold this tension carefully tomorrow and in the weeks 
ahead, honest about how badly sin broke what was good, and equally honest about the goodness that 
sin broke. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, remind me tomorrow and in the weeks ahead that my brokenness is a departure from 
Your good design, not Your original intention. Keep my hope anchored in what You made good. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, as Calvary moves into Genesis 3 tomorrow, keep us honest 
about how badly sin has broken what You made good, and equally confident in the goodness sin 
could never fully erase. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Genesis 3:1–7 — the very next scene, everything unraveling   •   Romans 5:12 — 
sin entering the world through one man   •   1 Corinthians 15:22 — in Adam all die 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 
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Day 53  |  Sunday, October 11, 2026 

Very Good, Not Yet Finished 

Reading: Genesis 1:1–2:25 (ESV) 

Today marks the close of our journey through Genesis 1 and 2, and tomorrow at Calvary we step into 
Genesis 3, where everything begins to unravel. Before we go there, it is worth pausing at the hinge point 
of the whole story. Two chapters behind us, a world declared very good, a man formed with tender care, 
a woman given in celebration, work that was meaningful, intimacy without shame, rest that was holy. 
Nothing about what we have read so far explains why the world you actually live in feels so different 
from this. 

That gap, between the goodness God declared and the brokenness we now experience, is not a flaw in 
the story. It is the very reason the rest of the Bible exists. Genesis 3 will answer the question every 
honest person eventually asks: if God is good and made a good world, why does everything feel so 
wrong? The gospel only makes sense against the backdrop we have just spent two chapters building, a 
genuinely good creation, genuinely ruined, in need of genuine rescue. 

Personally, carry the weight of both truths into tomorrow, the goodness of what God made, and the 
honest ache of what has since gone wrong. As a church family, let's step into Genesis 3 together with 
expectant hearts, because the same God who spoke light out of darkness and formed a man from dust is 
still, even in this next chapter of ancient history, moving the story toward redemption. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, thank You for the goodness of what You made, and help me hold honestly the ache of 
what has since gone wrong. Prepare my heart for Genesis 3 with expectant hope, not fear. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, as Calvary steps into Genesis 3 tomorrow, keep our church 
family anchored in the truth that You are still moving this ancient story toward redemption, even in 
its darkest chapter. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Romans 5:12–19 — the theology this whole section sets up   •   2 Corinthians 5:17 
— the new creation still to come   •   Revelation 21:1–5 — all things made new 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 
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Day 54  |  Monday, October 12, 2026 

The Serpent's Question 

Reading: Genesis 3:1 (ESV) 

“Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the Lord God had made. He said 
to the woman, ‘Did God actually say, “You shall not eat of any tree in the garden”?’” The serpent's first 
move is not a direct denial of God, it is a distortion, a subtly exaggerated misquote of God's actual 
command. God had said one tree was off-limits, generously permitting every other tree. The serpent 
reframes it as though God had forbidden nearly everything, planting a seed of suspicion about God's 
generosity before a single bite has been taken. 

This is worth noticing carefully, because it is still the enemy's primary strategy. Temptation rarely begins 
with an outright denial of God's Word. It begins with a question, a slight exaggeration, a subtle 
reframing of restriction as stinginess. “Did God actually say” is not asked out of genuine curiosity, it is 
asked to plant doubt about God's character, implying a harsh, withholding God rather than the generous 
one Genesis 2 has just described in such detail. 

Personally, where in your life have you recently entertained a subtly distorted version of what God 
actually said, about His commands, His character, or His care for you? As a church family, this is why 
careful, faithful teaching of Scripture matters so much. The serpent's strategy has not changed in 
thousands of years, distort the Word slightly, and the rest of the deception follows easily. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, protect me from subtle distortions of Your Word. When I hear a version of Your 
character that sounds harsh or stingy, remind me that is not who You actually are. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, keep Calvary anchored in careful, faithful teaching of Your 
actual Word, not distorted or exaggerated versions of it. Guard our church family from the enemy's 
oldest strategy. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: 2 Corinthians 11:3 — the serpent who deceived Eve by his cunning   •   Revelation 
12:9 — that ancient serpent, the deceiver of the world   •   John 8:44 — the devil, a liar from the 
beginning 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 
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Day 55  |  Tuesday, October 13, 2026 

Adding to God's Word 

Reading: Genesis 3:2–3 (ESV) 

Eve's response reveals something subtle but important. “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the 
garden, but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither 
shall you touch it, lest you die.’” Compare this to God's original command in Genesis 2:16-17, which said 
nothing about touching the fruit, only eating it. Whether through her own addition or Adam's imperfect 
relay of the command, an extra restriction has crept in, making God's actual command sound even more 
severe than it was. 

This matters because it shows how easily God's Word gets distorted, not always through outright denial, 
but through subtle addition, exaggeration, or imprecision, even by people who mean well. A command 
that felt reasonable and generous when accurately stated starts to feel arbitrary and harsh once extra 
restrictions are tacked on. The serpent did not have to introduce this distortion himself, it seems Eve, or 
the family's own retelling, had already begun to drift from God's actual words. 

Personally, are there rules you have added to God's Word, over yourself or others, that God never 
actually gave, and that make Him seem harsher than He is? As a church family, let's be careful teachers 
and careful listeners, holding tightly to what Scripture actually says, and resisting the temptation to add 
human traditions that end up distorting God's character in the process. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, show me where I have added rules to Your Word that You never gave, making You 
seem harsher than You are. Help me hold to what You actually said, nothing more, nothing less. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, keep Calvary's teaching precise and faithful to Your actual 
Word. Protect our church family from human traditions that distort Your character by adding to 
what You have said. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Deuteronomy 4:2 — do not add to or subtract from God's word   •   Proverbs 
30:5–6 — do not add to His words   •   Revelation 22:18–19 — the warning against adding to 
Scripture 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 
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Day 56  |  Wednesday, October 14, 2026 

You Will Not Surely Die 

Reading: Genesis 3:4–5 (ESV) 

The serpent escalates from subtle distortion to direct denial. “But the serpent said to the woman, ‘You 
will not surely die. For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like 
God, knowing good and evil.’” This is a flat contradiction of what God said in 2:17. The serpent no longer 
merely questions, he denies outright, and then reframes God's clear warning as jealous withholding, 
God is keeping something good from you, he implies, not protecting you from something harmful. 

The lie has two layers working together. First, a denial of consequences, death will not actually happen. 
Second, an accusation against God's motives, He is restricting you not for your good, but because He 
does not want competition. This pattern of temptation, minimize the consequence, maximize the 
suspicion of God's motives, is remarkably consistent across every temptation Scripture describes, from 
Eden to the wilderness temptation of Jesus Himself. 

Personally, this is worth naming plainly when you feel tempted: what lie about consequences am I 
believing, and what lie about God's character is underneath it? As a church family, we want to preach sin 
honestly, with real consequences, and preach God's character accurately, generous and good, not 
withholding, because both distortions working together are exactly what deceived Eve in the garden. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, expose any lie I am currently believing about sin's consequences or about Your 
character. Help me trust that You withhold nothing good from me. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, help Calvary preach both the real consequences of sin and 
Your generous, good character with equal clarity, because both distortions working together are 
what deceived Eve. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: John 8:44 — the father of lies named directly   •   2 Corinthians 11:14 — Satan 
disguised as an angel of light   •   1 John 2:16 — the desires of the flesh, eyes, and pride of life 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 
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Day 57  |  Thursday, October 15, 2026 

The Father of Lies 

Reading: John 8:44 (ESV) 

Jesus, confronting religious leaders who opposed Him, traces their hostility back to a spiritual father 
whose character He describes with striking precision, echoing straight back to Eden. “You are of your 
father the devil, and your will is to do your father's desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, and 
does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of his own 
character, for he is a liar and the father of lies.” Jesus identifies the serpent of Genesis 3 explicitly as the 
devil, and names lying and murder as his defining, native characteristics. 

This is a sobering identification. The serpent's temptation in the garden was not a one-time historical 
event with no lasting relevance, it revealed the ongoing character and strategy of a real spiritual enemy 
who is still active. Every temptation to doubt God's Word, distort His character, or believe a lie about 
consequences carries the same fingerprints Jesus describes here, a liar speaking from his own native 
character, opposed to truth from the very beginning. 

Personally, this should sharpen your discernment. When you notice a thought pattern that subtly 
questions God's Word or accuses His character, you are hearing an old, familiar voice, not a neutral one. 
As a church family, spiritual warfare is not a fringe topic, it is directly relevant to how we understand 
temptation, sin, and the ongoing battle every believer faces. Let's take it as seriously as Jesus did. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord Jesus, sharpen my discernment against the father of lies. When I hear a thought that 
questions Your Word or accuses Your character, help me recognize the voice for what it is. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, give Calvary discernment to recognize the enemy's ongoing 
strategy, distorting Your Word and accusing Your character. Help our church family take spiritual 
warfare as seriously as Jesus did. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Genesis 3:4 — the lie Jesus is exposing   •   1 Peter 5:8 — your adversary the devil 
prowls like a lion   •   Revelation 20:2 — the ancient serpent bound at last 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 
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Day 58  |  Friday, October 16, 2026 

She Took, He Ate 

Reading: Genesis 3:6 (ESV) 

“So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that 
the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her 
husband who was with her, and he ate.” Three angles of temptation converge here, appetite, aesthetics, 
and pride, a pattern the apostle John later names as the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the 
pride of life. Eve's sin was not merely a physical act, it was a full-orbed rejection of God's word in favor 
of her own evaluation of what looked good. 

The most sobering phrase in the verse is easy to miss: “her husband who was with her.” Adam is not 
absent during this exchange. He is present, silent, and passive, failing in his responsibility to protect his 
wife and uphold God's command as the one who received it directly. This is not merely Eve's failure, it is 
a joint failure, hers in taking the fruit, his in standing by silently as the serpent twisted God's Word right 
in front of him. 

Personally, where have you, like Adam, stayed silent when you should have spoken up for truth, 
whether in your home, your friendships, or your workplace? As a church family, this is a sober call to 
men especially to take up the responsibility Adam abdicated, speaking truth clearly and courageously 
rather than standing by passively while lies go unanswered. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, forgive me for the times I have stayed silent when I should have spoken truth. Give me 
courage to protect what You have entrusted to me, not passive silence like Adam's. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, raise up men and women at Calvary who will not stand by 
silently while lies go unanswered. Give our church family courage to speak truth clearly, in love, at 
the moments that matter most. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: 1 Timothy 2:14 — Adam was not deceived, but Eve was   •   James 1:14–15 — 
desire conceiving and giving birth to sin   •   1 John 2:16 — the threefold pattern of temptation 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 
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Day 59  |  Saturday, October 17, 2026 

The Anatomy of Temptation 

Reading: James 1:14–15 (ESV) 

James describes the internal mechanics of temptation in a way that maps directly onto what happened 
in Eden. “Each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. Then desire when it 
has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown brings forth death.” Notice James does not 
blame God, or even fundamentally blame the serpent, for the sin itself. He locates the decisive moment 
inside Eve's own desire, lured and enticed by what she saw, agreeing with and acting on the temptation 
rather than resisting it. 

This is important for how we understand our own temptations. The serpent, or whatever external voice 
tempts us today, media, culture, other people, can present the lie, but it cannot force our desire to 
agree with it. Sin requires our own desire's consent. This is sobering, because it means we cannot fully 
outsource blame to our circumstances or our tempters. It is also hopeful, because it means the battle is 
fought and won internally, in the desires of the heart, where the Spirit is actively at work in every 
believer. 

Personally, ask the Spirit tonight to search your own desires honestly, where is temptation currently 
finding agreement in you, rather than resistance? As a church family, let's disciple people not merely to 
avoid tempting situations, essential as that is, but to actually address the desires underneath, because 
that is where James says the real battle for holiness is fought. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, search my own desires honestly. Show me where temptation is finding agreement in 
me instead of resistance, and give me Your Spirit's power to say no. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, help Calvary disciple people not just to avoid tempting 
situations but to address the desires underneath. Fight the battle for holiness where James says it 
actually happens, in the heart. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Genesis 3:6 — the moment James is describing   •   Matthew 4:1–11 — Christ's 
temptation and victory over the same pattern   •   1 Corinthians 10:13 — God provides a way of 
escape 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 
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Day 60  |  Sunday, October 18, 2026 

Eyes Opened, Shame Uncovered 

Reading: Genesis 3:7 (ESV) 

“Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves 
together and made themselves loincloths.” The serpent's promise, in a twisted way, comes true, their 
eyes are opened, just as he said. But what they gain is not the god-like wisdom he promised. It is shame, 
self-consciousness, and the sudden, painful awareness of their own vulnerability in front of one another. 
What was unashamed and unguarded in Genesis 2:25 has instantly become something to hide and 
cover. 

Their response is telling. Instead of running to God, confessing, and seeking restoration, their first 
instinct is self-effort, sewing fig leaves, an inadequate, human attempt to manage the shame 
themselves. This is the pattern sin has produced in every human heart since, an instinctive impulse to 
cover our own shame through effort, performance, and self-protection rather than through honest 
confession and trust in God's provision. 

Personally, what fig leaves are you currently sewing, self-improvement, achievement, image 
management, that are really just attempts to cover shame without going to God directly? As a church 
family, let's create a culture at Calvary where confession is safe, where people do not have to keep 
sewing fig leaves, because the gospel offers a covering fig leaves could never provide. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, show me the fig leaves I have been sewing to cover my own shame. Help me bring it 
to You honestly instead of managing it myself. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, make Calvary a place where confession is safe, where our 
church family does not have to keep sewing fig leaves, because the gospel offers a covering we could 
never provide ourselves. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Genesis 2:25 — the unashamed state just lost   •   Isaiah 64:6 — our righteous 
deeds like filthy rags   •   Romans 3:23 — all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 
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Day 61  |  Monday, October 19, 2026 

Hiding from the God Who Walks with Us 

Reading: Genesis 3:8 (ESV) 

“And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man 
and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden.” The 
phrase “walking in the garden” suggests a familiar, regular rhythm, God was not making a rare, formal 
appearance, He was doing what He apparently did routinely, walking with Adam and Eve in relational 
nearness. This is the same intimate God who formed man from dust and breathed life into him, now 
approaching in the ordinary rhythm of relationship, and finding His people gone into hiding. 

There is real tragedy in this image. The very nearness that should have driven Adam and Eve toward 
confession and restoration instead drives them into hiding. Sin does not merely make us guilty, it 
distorts our instincts, turning us away from the only One who can actually address our guilt, toward the 
trees, the shadows, anywhere but His presence. This is the essence of the fall's relational damage, 
nearness to God becomes something to fear rather than something to run toward. 

Personally, is there an area of sin or shame currently driving you away from God's presence rather than 
toward it, skipping prayer, avoiding Scripture, staying distant in worship? As a church family, let's remind 
each other constantly that in Christ, God's presence is no longer something to hide from. The gospel 
reverses Genesis 3:8 completely, we are invited to draw near, not driven to flee. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, show me where sin or shame is driving me to hide from Your presence instead of 
running toward it. Thank You that in Christ, I am invited to draw near, not flee. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, remind Calvary constantly that Your presence is no longer 
something to hide from. Help our church family draw near in worship and confession, reversing what 
Adam and Eve did in the garden. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Psalm 139:7–12 — nowhere to flee from God's presence   •   Jonah 1:3 — fleeing 
from the presence of the Lord   •   Amos 9:2–3 — nowhere to hide from God 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 
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Day 62  |  Tuesday, October 20, 2026 

Where Are You? 

Reading: Genesis 3:9–10 (ESV) 

“But the Lord God called to the man and said to him, ‘Where are you?’ And he said, ‘I heard the sound of 
you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.’” God's question is not an 
information request, He knows exactly where Adam is hiding. It is an invitation, the first act of pursuing 
grace in the Bible, God going after His hiding image-bearer rather than simply leaving him to hide, or 
striking him down on sight. Even before judgment is pronounced, God is the one who initiates the 
conversation. 

This pattern, God seeking out sinners rather than waiting for them to come find Him, runs through the 
entire Bible and finds its fullest expression in Jesus, who describes His own mission in Luke 19:10 as 
seeking and saving the lost, the same posture God takes toward Adam here in the garden. The question 
“Where are you?” is really an invitation out of hiding, into honest confession, and toward restoration, 
even as the consequences of sin still have to be addressed. 

Personally, hear God asking you the same question wherever you have been hiding, not with 
condemnation, but with pursuing love. As a church family, let's be the kind of community that reflects 
this same seeking posture, actively pursuing people who have wandered or hidden, rather than 
passively waiting for them to find their own way back. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, thank You for pursuing me even when I hide. Answer the question 'where are you' 
honestly with me right now, and lead me out of hiding into Your presence. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, give Calvary a seeking posture like Yours, actively pursuing 
those who have wandered or hidden, rather than waiting passively. Let our church family go after 
the lost the way You went after Adam. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Luke 19:10 — the Son of Man came to seek the lost   •   Genesis 16:8 — the same 
pursuing question asked of Hagar   •   Revelation 3:20 — Christ standing at the door, knocking 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 
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Day 63  |  Wednesday, October 21, 2026 

Blame Shifting 

Reading: Genesis 3:11–13 (ESV) 

God's follow-up question exposes the whole situation plainly: “Have you eaten of the tree of which I 
commanded you not to eat?” Adam's response reveals the second major consequence of the fall, 
alongside shame, comes blame. “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the 
tree, and I ate.” Notice Adam manages to blame both Eve and, subtly, God Himself, the woman You gave 
me. Eve follows the same pattern immediately, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 

This is one of the most relatable moments in all of Scripture. Confronted directly, the natural human 
instinct is not humble confession, it is deflection, finding someone or something else to point toward. 
This instinct did not begin with Adam and Eve, it began at that exact moment, and every human being 
since has inherited the same reflex, minimizing personal responsibility by shifting focus onto 
circumstances, other people, or even God's own decisions and provisions. 

Personally, where has this same instinct shown up in your own life recently, deflecting blame instead of 
owning your sin directly before God? As a church family, let's cultivate a culture of genuine confession, 
where people can say plainly, I sinned, without immediately reaching for an explanation that shifts the 
weight elsewhere. That kind of honesty is rare, and it is exactly what the gospel makes possible. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, forgive me for the instinct to blame-shift instead of confess honestly. Give me the 
courage to say plainly, I sinned, without deflecting to circumstances or other people. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, cultivate a culture of genuine confession at Calvary, where 
our church family can own sin honestly instead of deflecting blame. Make that rare honesty normal 
among us. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Proverbs 28:13 — whoever conceals sin will not prosper   •   1 John 1:8–9 — 
confession met with faithful forgiveness   •   James 5:16 — confess your sins to one another 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 
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Day 64  |  Thursday, October 22, 2026 

The First Gospel Promise 

Reading: Genesis 3:14–15 (ESV) 

In the middle of pronouncing judgment, God speaks a promise so significant that theologians have called 
it the protoevangelium, the first gospel. “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between 
your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.” Even as sin's 
consequences are being announced, God is already declaring war on the serpent on behalf of humanity, 
and promising a coming offspring, a descendant of the woman, who will decisively crush the serpent's 
power, though at real personal cost, a bruised heel. 

This single verse contains, in seed form, the entire storyline the rest of the Bible will unfold. A promised 
offspring, a real conflict between the seed of the woman and the seed of the serpent, a costly but 
decisive victory. Every subsequent covenant, every promised deliverer, every prophecy of a coming 
Messiah traces back to this moment. God does not wait until later in the story to promise redemption, 
He speaks it into existence at the very moment sin enters the world, before judgment is even fully 
pronounced. 

Personally, let this shape how you read every hard consequence in your own life right now, God's 
discipline and His promises of redemption are never mutually exclusive, they arrive together, the way 
they do here. As a church family, we preach Christ from Genesis 3:15 forward because this is where His 
story, as our promised Redeemer, actually begins, in the middle of humanity's greatest failure. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, thank You for speaking redemption into existence even as judgment was being 
pronounced. Let me trust that Your promises and Your discipline can arrive together in my life too. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, keep Calvary preaching Christ from Genesis 3:15 forward, 
because this is where the promise of our Redeemer begins, in the middle of humanity's greatest 
failure, not after it was cleaned up. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Romans 16:20 — Satan crushed under the feet of believers   •   Revelation 12:9 — 
the serpent's ultimate defeat pictured   •   Galatians 4:4 — the fullness of time, God sent His Son 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 
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Day 65  |  Friday, October 23, 2026 

The War Isn't Over 

Reading: Romans 16:20 (ESV) 

Paul closes his letter to the Romans with a promise that reaches straight back to Genesis 3:15. “The God 
of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet.” This is a remarkable statement. The crushing blow 
promised against the serpent in Eden, ultimately and decisively accomplished by Christ at the cross and 
empty tomb, is here extended to ordinary believers in Rome, and by extension, to every believer since, 
including you. The victory Christ won is not merely His alone, it is shared with His people. 

This should reshape how you think about ongoing struggle against sin and spiritual opposition in your 
own life. The head-crushing blow has already been struck decisively, Christ has already defeated Satan's 
ultimate power over death and condemnation. But the full outworking of that victory, its complete 
application in your experience and in the world around you, is still unfolding, still being applied, until 
Christ returns and finishes what He has already accomplished. 

Personally, you are not fighting spiritual battles from a position of uncertain outcome, you are fighting 
from a position of secured victory, gradually being realized. As a church family, this gives us real 
confidence for spiritual warfare, evangelism, and perseverance through hardship, the crushing blow has 
already landed at the cross, and the God of peace is still applying that victory through His church, 
including Calvary Baptist. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, thank You that I fight from a position of secured victory, not uncertain outcome. 
Remind me the crushing blow against the enemy has already landed at the cross. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, give Calvary confidence in spiritual warfare and evangelism, 
knowing the decisive victory has already been won. Let our church family live from that victory, not 
toward it. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Genesis 3:15 — the promise Paul is drawing on   •   Revelation 20:10 — the devil's 
final judgment   •   1 John 3:8 — the reason the Son of God appeared 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 
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Day 66  |  Saturday, October 24, 2026 

Enmity and Hope 

Reading: Genesis 3:14–15 (ESV) 

Sit once more with the promise of Genesis 3:15 as you prepare for tomorrow's gathering. God 
announces enmity, real, ongoing hostility, between the serpent's seed and the woman's seed. This is not 
a passing skirmish, it is a conflict that runs the entire length of Scripture, Cain against Abel, Egypt against 
Israel, Herod against the infant Christ, ultimately culminating at the cross where the serpent appeared 
to win by killing the promised offspring, only to be decisively crushed by His resurrection three days 
later. 

It is worth noticing that this promise comes wrapped in judgment, spoken directly to the serpent in the 
middle of a passage announcing painful consequences for Adam and Eve as well. God does not soften 
the reality of what sin has cost. He simply refuses to let judgment be the final word. Hope and 
consequence are woven together from the very first announcement of the gospel, a pattern that will 
hold true throughout the rest of the Bible, and throughout your own life as a believer. 

Personally, let this shape how you carry both truths into tomorrow's worship, honest about 
consequences you are currently facing because of sin, in the world and in your own heart, and equally 
confident in the hope God has promised in the middle of it. As a church family, we do not preach a 
gospel that ignores hard consequences, and we do not preach consequences without the hope that has 
always accompanied them since Eden. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, help me hold consequence and hope together honestly, the way Your first gospel 
promise does. Do not let me minimize sin's cost, and do not let me forget the hope You promised. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, as Calvary gathers tomorrow, help our church family preach 
and receive both consequence and hope with equal honesty, the way Your first gospel promise held 
them together. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Isaiah 53 — the suffering, bruised Servant   •   Colossians 2:15 — disarming rulers 
and authorities at the cross   •   Hebrews 2:14 — destroying him who holds the power of death 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 
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Day 67  |  Sunday, October 25, 2026 

The Woman's Curse 

Reading: Genesis 3:16 (ESV) 

“To the woman he said, ‘I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing; in pain you shall bring forth 
children. Your desire shall be contrary to your husband, but he shall rule over you.’” This verse describes 
real, painful consequences touching two of the deepest realms of a woman's life, motherhood and 
marriage. What was designed to bring fruitfulness and partnership without struggle in Genesis 1 and 2 
now becomes marked by real pain, and the once-harmonious relationship between husband and wife 
becomes marked by contrary desire and struggle for control. 

The phrase “your desire shall be contrary to your husband” uses language echoed almost exactly in 
Genesis 4:7, where sin's desire is described as contrary toward Cain, desiring to master him. This 
suggests the curse describes not simple romantic longing, but a struggle for control between husband 
and wife, a distortion of the original one-flesh partnership into something marked by competition rather 
than cooperation. This is a description of a real curse, not God's design, and every marriage since has 
felt its effects in some form. 

Personally, if you are married, does this struggle for control describe something you recognize in your 
own relationship? Redemption in Christ does not eliminate this struggle instantly, but it gives believing 
spouses real grace to fight against it together, rather than against each other. As a church family, let's 
minister honestly to marriages carrying this curse's weight, offering real gospel hope for what Christ is 
actively restoring. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, in my closest relationships, help me recognize where the curse's struggle for control 
shows up, and give me grace to fight against it, not against the people I love. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, minister honestly to Calvary's marriages carrying the weight 
of this curse. Give real gospel hope and practical grace for what Christ is actively restoring in 
husbands and wives. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Ephesians 5:22–33 — marriage after the fall, redeemed in Christ   •   1 Peter 3:1–7 
— husbands and wives living out grace together   •   1 Timothy 2:15 — childbearing and the hope of 
salvation 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 
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Day 68  |  Monday, October 26, 2026 

Cursed Is the Ground Because of You 

Reading: Genesis 3:17–19 (ESV) 

“Cursed is the ground because of you; in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life; thorns and 
thistles it shall bring forth for you... By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till you return to the 
ground, for out of it you were taken; for you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” Adam's specific 
consequence targets the very domain he was given to steward, work and the ground itself. What was 
meaningful, fruitful cultivation in Genesis 2:15 now becomes marked by frustration, thorns, and 
exhausting effort, sweat where there was once simple, joyful labor. 

Notice that the ground itself is cursed, not merely Adam's experience of working it. This is significant, 
sin's consequences extend beyond human relationships into creation itself, an idea Paul will later 
expand in Romans 8, describing creation as subjected to futility and groaning under the weight of sin's 
effects, waiting for the same redemption promised to God's children. Genesis 3:17-19 is the origin point 
of a broken creation, thorns, difficulty, and futility that every farmer, every worker, every one of us still 
experiences. 

Personally, the next time your work feels frustrating, disproportionately hard, or unrewarding despite 
real effort, remember this is not necessarily a sign you are doing something wrong, it may simply be the 
thorns Genesis 3 describes. As a church family, let's have real compassion for the exhausting, thorny 
nature of ordinary work, offering each other grace rather than shame when labor feels genuinely hard. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, when my work feels frustrating and disproportionately hard, remind me this is the 
thorns of Genesis 3, not necessarily a sign I am failing. Give me strength for the sweat of my labor. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, give Calvary real compassion for the exhausting, thorny 
nature of ordinary work our church family faces. Help us offer grace, not shame, when labor feels 
genuinely hard. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Romans 8:20–22 — creation subjected to futility   •   Ecclesiastes 2:22–23 — all 
his days are full of sorrow   •   Job 5:7 — man is born to trouble 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 
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Day 69  |  Tuesday, October 27, 2026 

Creation Groans 

Reading: Romans 8:20–22 (ESV) 

Paul takes the cursed ground of Genesis 3 and describes its ongoing effects on the whole created order. 
“For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope 
that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the 
glory of the children of God. For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the 
pains of childbirth until now.” Creation itself, Paul says, did not choose this futility, it was subjected to it 
because of Adam's sin, and it is not passive about that subjection, it groans, actively longing for release. 

This should reshape how you interpret natural disaster, disease, decay, and death in the world around 
you. These are not simply neutral features of an indifferent universe, they are evidence of a creation 
genuinely groaning under the weight of a curse it did not choose, waiting expectantly for the same 
redemption promised to believers. Every earthquake, every terminal diagnosis, every withering garden 
is, in a real sense, creation crying out for the day Christ will finally set it free. 

Personally, let this give language to your own groaning, over illness, loss, or the general weariness of 
living in a fallen world. You are not wrong to feel that ache, creation itself feels it too, and Paul says it is 
a hopeful groaning, in pains of childbirth, pointing toward something being born, not simply toward 
endless decay. As a church family, we grieve honestly with those in Calvary walking through hard 
providences, while holding fast to this same certain hope. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, give language to my own groaning today. Thank You that creation's ache, and mine, is 
not pointless, it points forward to the freedom and glory You have promised. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, help Calvary grieve honestly with those walking through hard 
providences, illness, loss, and weariness, while holding fast to the certain hope of creation's coming 
freedom. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Genesis 3:17–18 — the curse this passage explains   •   Isaiah 11:6–9 — creation's 
coming peace under Messiah   •   Revelation 22:3 — no longer any curse 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 
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Day 70  |  Wednesday, October 28, 2026 

Dust You Are 

Reading: Genesis 3:19 (ESV) 

“For you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” This final line of God's word to Adam brings the story 
full circle, back to Genesis 2:7, where God formed man from the dust of the ground and breathed life 
into him. Death was never part of the original design, it enters here as the ultimate, unavoidable 
consequence of sin, the reversal of the breath God once breathed in. What life-giving breath began, sin 
now guarantees will end, dust returning to dust, exactly as God warned in 2:17, in the day you eat of it 
you shall surely die. 

This is one of the most sobering verses in all of Scripture, and it is worth not rushing past it. Every 
funeral, every graveyard, every moment of mortality you have ever felt traces back to this 
pronouncement. Death is not natural in the sense of being God's original intention, it is the direct, 
promised consequence of sin entering a world that was designed for life. Ash Wednesday liturgies across 
church history have used this exact verse for good reason, it forces us to reckon honestly with our 
mortality. 

Personally, let the weight of your own mortality drive you toward Christ rather than despair, He alone 
reverses this sentence, offering resurrection life to those united to Him by faith. As a church family, let's 
not avoid talking honestly about death, our own and our loved ones', because the gospel's power is 
most clearly seen against the backdrop of exactly this kind of honest reckoning with dust and mortality. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, help me reckon honestly with my own mortality, dust I am and to dust I will return, 
apart from You. Drive that truth toward hope in Christ, not despair. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, give Calvary courage to talk honestly about death and 
mortality, our own and our loved ones', because the gospel shines brightest against exactly this 
backdrop. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Psalm 90:3 — You return man to dust   •   Ecclesiastes 3:20 — all are from the 
dust, and to dust return   •   1 Corinthians 15:21–22 — death in Adam, life in Christ 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 
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Day 71  |  Thursday, October 29, 2026 

In Adam, In Christ 

Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:21–22 (ESV) 

Paul directly connects the death sentence of Genesis 3:19 to the hope of resurrection in Christ. “For as 
by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so 
also in Christ shall all be made alive.” This is the clearest statement in Scripture of federal headship, the 
doctrine that all humanity stands represented, either in Adam, inheriting death and condemnation 
through his sin, or in Christ, inheriting life and righteousness through His obedience and resurrection. 

This is not simply a doctrine to affirm intellectually, it is the hinge on which your eternal destiny turns. 
You did not choose to be born into Adam's death sentence, but you must choose, by grace through 
faith, to be united to Christ's resurrection life. There is no neutral third option, every person is 
represented by one head or the other, dust returning to dust in Adam, or resurrection life secured in 
Christ. 

Personally, which representative currently determines your eternal destiny? If you are united to Christ 
by faith, Genesis 3:19's sentence of death is not your final word, resurrection is. As a church family, this 
is the good news underneath everything we teach from Genesis, the death Adam introduced is real and 
serious, and the resurrection Christ secured is more real, and more certain, still. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord Jesus, thank You that in You, death is not my final word, resurrection is. Root my 
confidence in being united to You, not in anything I can do myself. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, let this good news anchor everything Calvary teaches from 
Genesis, the death Adam brought is real, and the resurrection Christ secured is more real, and more 
certain, still. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Romans 5:12–19 — the fuller argument behind this verse   •   Genesis 3:19 — the 
sentence this passage reverses   •   Philippians 3:20–21 — Christ will transform our lowly bodies 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 
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Day 72  |  Friday, October 30, 2026 

Eve, Mother of All Living 

Reading: Genesis 3:20 (ESV) 

In the middle of judgment and just after the sobering pronouncement of death, Adam does something 
remarkable. “The man called his wife's name Eve, because she was the mother of all living.” This is an 
act of faith. Adam has just heard God's promise in verse 15 about a coming offspring who will crush the 
serpent, and he responds by naming his wife in a way that anticipates life and future generations, rather 
than despair over the death sentence just pronounced. He is betting on God's promise, even in the 
immediate aftermath of judgment. 

This small detail carries real theological weight. Adam does not respond to the curse with hopelessness. 
He responds with hope rooted specifically in God's word, the coming offspring who would ultimately be 
the answer to sin's curse. Naming his wife “mother of all living” in a chapter primarily about death is a 
quiet, deliberate act of faith, trusting God's promise more than the immediate weight of the 
consequences he had just heard pronounced. 

Personally, in the middle of your own hard consequences, are you naming your circumstances with 
despair, or with faith rooted in God's promises? As a church family, let's follow Adam's example here, 
honest about real consequences, while still speaking faith-filled words over our future because of what 
God has promised, not because our circumstances currently look hopeful. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, teach me to name my circumstances with faith, like Adam did, rooted in Your promises 
rather than my immediate consequences. Help me speak hope over what feels hard right now. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, help Calvary follow Adam's example, honest about real 
hardship, while speaking faith-filled words over our future because of what You have promised, not 
because circumstances look easy. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: 1 Timothy 2:13–15 — Eve, and the hope beyond the curse   •   Genesis 4:1 — the 
next verse, life continuing   •   Romans 5:12 — death spreading to all, yet hope remaining 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 
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Day 73  |  Saturday, October 31, 2026 

Garments of Skin 

Reading: Genesis 3:21 (ESV) 

“And the Lord God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins and clothed them.” After Adam 
and Eve's own inadequate attempt at covering themselves with fig leaves in verse 7, God provides a 
covering of His own making. This is a small verse with enormous theological weight. Garments of skin 
require an animal's death, this is the first death recorded in Scripture, and it happens not as a 
punishment on Adam and Eve directly, but as provision, a covering God Himself makes at cost to 
something else. 

Many faithful readers throughout church history have seen in this verse the first shadow of 
substitutionary atonement, an innocent life given so that guilty humans could be adequately covered, a 
covering God provides rather than one humans manufacture themselves. Fig leaves were self-effort, 
inadequate and temporary. Garments of skin were God's provision, adequate and given at real cost, 
foreshadowing the pattern that will run through every sacrifice in Scripture, ultimately fulfilled in Christ, 
whose death provides the covering our own efforts never could. 

Personally, as you prepare for tomorrow's gathering, sit with this picture, God Himself providing what 
your own efforts at covering shame could never accomplish. As a church family, this is the gospel in 
miniature, appearing already in Genesis 3, God does not leave us to manage our own shame, He 
provides a costly covering Himself. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, thank You for providing a covering my own efforts could never accomplish. Help me 
stop sewing fig leaves and simply receive what You have provided at cost to Yourself. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, as Calvary gathers tomorrow, remind our church family that 
You do not leave us to manage our own shame. You provide a costly covering Yourself, 
foreshadowed here and fulfilled in Christ. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Hebrews 9:22 — without blood, no forgiveness   •   Leviticus 17:11 — the life of 
the flesh is in the blood   •   Isaiah 61:10 — clothed with garments of salvation 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 
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https://www.blueletterbible.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/


Day 74  |  Sunday, November 1, 2026 

Without the Shedding of Blood 

Reading: Hebrews 9:22 (ESV) 

The author of Hebrews states a principle that Genesis 3:21 first illustrates and the entire sacrificial 
system later formalizes. “Indeed, under the law almost everything is purified with blood, and without 
the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins.” This is not an arbitrary rule God imposed later at 
Sinai, it is a pattern already visible in Eden itself, where God clothes Adam and Eve with the skins of an 
animal that had to die. Forgiveness and adequate covering have always required a costly, 
substitutionary death. 

This principle runs consistently through the entire Bible, from the animal skins in Eden, through the 
Passover lamb in Exodus, through the entire Levitical sacrificial system, all the way to its final, complete 
fulfillment in Christ, whose blood, Hebrews argues elsewhere, actually accomplishes what animal blood 
could only foreshadow. Every sacrifice offered under the Old Covenant was pointing forward, 
imperfectly and repeatedly, to the one perfect, sufficient sacrifice that would finally deal with sin once 
for all. 

Personally, let this principle deepen your gratitude for the cross today. The cost of your forgiveness was 
never negotiable or symbolic, it required real, costly, substitutionary death, foreshadowed all the way 
back in a garden. As a church family, we gather today, as always, to remember this truth at the Lord's 
Table, without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness, and Christ's blood was shed completely 
sufficient. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord Jesus, thank You that Your blood was the final, sufficient sacrifice everything before it 
was pointing toward. Deepen my gratitude for what my forgiveness actually cost You. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, as Calvary gathers today, remind our church family at the 
Table that forgiveness has never been symbolic, it required costly blood, foreshadowed in Eden and 
completed at the cross. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Leviticus 17:11 — blood given to make atonement   •   1 Peter 1:18–19 — 
ransomed by the precious blood of Christ   •   Genesis 3:21 — the first covering this verse explains 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 

  

https://www.esv.org/verses/Hebrews+9:22/
https://www.blueletterbible.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/


Day 75  |  Monday, November 2, 2026 

Driven from the Garden 

Reading: Genesis 3:22–24 (ESV) 

“Then the Lord God said, ‘Behold, the man has become like one of us in knowing good and evil. Now, 
lest he reach out his hand and take also of the tree of life and eat, and live forever—’ therefore the Lord 
God sent him out from the garden of Eden to work the ground from which he was taken.” It would be 
easy to read this expulsion as purely punitive, but the text presents it as an act of mercy as much as 
judgment. God prevents access to the tree of life specifically to keep fallen humanity from living forever 
in a sinful, broken state, an eternal existence that would have been far worse than mortality. 

This is a striking window into God's character even in judgment. He is not simply punishing, He is 
protecting humanity from an even worse fate, immortal sinners locked permanently outside of any hope 
of redemption. Death, terrible as it is, becomes in this light a mercy, a limit that keeps the fall from being 
eternal and irreversible, preserving the possibility of the redemption already promised in verse 15. 

Personally, this reframes how you think about hard providences in your own life, what feels purely 
punitive in the moment may carry real mercy woven into it, mercy you cannot fully see from inside the 
difficulty. As a church family, let's trust God's discipline the same way, not as evidence He has 
abandoned us, but as evidence He is protecting something greater than our immediate comfort. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, help me trust that Your discipline, even when it feels purely hard, may carry mercy I 
cannot yet see. Protect me from mistaking Your correction for abandonment. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, help Calvary trust Your discipline as an expression of Your 
protective care, not Your absence. Give our church family eyes to see the mercy woven into hard 
providences. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Revelation 22:14 — access to the tree of life restored   •   Ezekiel 28:16 — driven 
out from the mountain of God   •   Luke 23:43 — today you will be with Me in paradise 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 

  

https://www.esv.org/verses/Genesis+3:22-24/
https://www.blueletterbible.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/


Day 76  |  Tuesday, November 3, 2026 

Cherubim and a Flaming Sword 

Reading: Genesis 3:24 (ESV) 

“He drove out the man, and at the east of the garden of Eden he placed the cherubim and a flaming 
sword that turned every way to guard the way to the tree of life.” This is the first mention of cherubim 
in Scripture, and it will not be the last, they reappear guarding the ark of the covenant in the tabernacle, 
and woven into the veil that separates the holy of holies from the rest of the temple. Access to God's 
presence, symbolized here by the tree of life in Eden, has been barred by human sin, and cherubim now 
stand guard over what humanity forfeited. 

This detail sets up an entire redemptive thread that runs through the rest of the Bible, the question of 
how sinful humanity can ever regain access to God's presence, guarded so decisively here. The 
tabernacle veil, embroidered with cherubim, will physically reenact this barrier for the rest of the Old 
Testament, until, at the moment of Christ's death, Matthew 27:51 tells us that veil was torn in two, from 
top to bottom, God Himself removing the barrier His own justice had required. 

Personally, when you consider how thoroughly access to God's presence was barred here, let it deepen 
your wonder at how freely you now approach Him through Christ, Hebrews 4:16 says, with confidence. 
As a church family, we do not take casual access to God for granted, it cost the tearing of a veil that 
echoed all the way back to this flaming sword in Eden. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, thank You that the barrier this flaming sword represented has been removed through 
Christ. Let me approach You with confidence, not casualness, remembering what that access cost. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, keep Calvary from taking casual access to Your presence for 
granted. Help our church family remember the cost, all the way back to Eden, of the access we now 
freely enjoy through Christ. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Exodus 25:18–22 — cherubim over the mercy seat   •   Hebrews 9:5 — cherubim 
overshadowing the mercy seat   •   Matthew 27:51 — the temple veil torn in two 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 

  

https://www.esv.org/verses/Genesis+3:24/
https://www.blueletterbible.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/


Day 77  |  Wednesday, November 4, 2026 

Freed from the Fear of Death 

Reading: Hebrews 2:14–15 (ESV) 

The author of Hebrews describes exactly why Christ took on flesh and blood, tracing His purpose directly 
back to the consequences established in Eden. “Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he 
himself likewise partook of the same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the 
power of death, that is, the devil, and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to 
lifelong slavery.” Death, introduced in Genesis 3, has held humanity in a kind of lifelong bondage, fear of 
death shaping and limiting human life ever since. Christ's mission was specifically to break that particular 
chain. 

Notice the strategy described here, Christ defeats death by dying, entering fully into the exact 
consequence sin introduced, and overcoming it from the inside through His resurrection. He does not 
merely announce death's defeat from a safe distance, He personally experiences it and emerges 
victorious, breaking its power over everyone united to Him by faith. The very consequence pronounced 
over Adam in Genesis 3:19 becomes, in Christ's hands, the means of humanity's ultimate deliverance. 

Personally, are you still living under a subtle, lifelong slavery to the fear of death, in how you make 
decisions, in what you avoid, in how you spend your energy? Christ has already broken that particular 
chain for those who trust Him. As a church family, let's live and minister with the freedom Hebrews 
describes here, no longer enslaved to fear, because our Redeemer has already conquered the very thing 
we fear most. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord Jesus, thank You for breaking the fear of death that has held humanity captive since 
Eden. Show me where that fear is still quietly shaping my decisions, and free me by Your 
resurrection. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, help Calvary live and minister with real freedom from the fear 
of death. Let our church family reflect the confidence of a people whose Redeemer has already 
conquered what we fear most. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: 1 Corinthians 15:26 — the last enemy to be destroyed is death   •   2 Timothy 1:10 
— Christ abolished death, brought life to light   •   Revelation 1:18 — I have the keys of Death and 
Hades 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 

  

https://www.esv.org/verses/Hebrews+2:14-15/
https://www.blueletterbible.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/


Day 78  |  Thursday, November 5, 2026 

One Man's Trespass 

Reading: Romans 5:12–19 (ESV) 

Paul lays out the fullest theological explanation in Scripture of what happened in Genesis 3 and why it 
matters for every human being since. “Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so 
one act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all men. For as by the one man's disobedience 
the many were made sinners, so by the one man's obedience the many will be made righteous.” This is 
the doctrine of original sin and federal headship stated in its clearest form, Adam's sin is not merely his 
own personal failure, it is a representative act with consequences for every one of his descendants. 

This might feel unfair at first, why should you bear consequences for a choice Adam made long before 
you were born? But Paul's whole argument depends on this same representative structure working the 
opposite direction as well. Just as Adam's one act of disobedience brought condemnation to everyone 
represented by him, Christ's one act of obedience, His perfect life and atoning death, brings justification 
and life to everyone represented by Him through faith. The structure that condemns you in Adam is the 
very same structure that saves you in Christ. 

Personally, this should deepen both your understanding of sin's seriousness and your gratitude for 
grace's sufficiency. You were never merely an isolated sinner making independent mistakes, you were 
born under Adam's headship, and if you have trusted Christ, you are now under His headship instead. As 
a church family, this is the theological backbone of everything we preach, the fall in Adam explains our 
need, and grace in Christ explains our hope. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, thank You that the same representative structure that condemned me in Adam is 
what saves me in Christ. Deepen my gratitude for a grace this sufficient, covering a sin this serious. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, keep this theological backbone, the fall in Adam and grace in 
Christ, at the center of everything Calvary preaches. Let our church family understand both our need 
and our hope clearly. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: 1 Corinthians 15:21–22 — the same Adam-Christ contrast   •   Genesis 3:6 — the 
trespass Paul is describing   •   Galatians 3:13 — Christ redeeming us from the curse 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 

  

https://www.esv.org/verses/Romans+5:12-19/
https://www.blueletterbible.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/


Day 79  |  Friday, November 6, 2026 

New Creation, Reconciled 

Reading: 2 Corinthians 5:17–21 (ESV) 

Paul describes the practical result of Christ's work in language that directly answers Genesis 3's 
catastrophe. “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, 
the new has come.” Where Genesis 3 describes humanity's fall from a very good creation into shame, 
blame, curse, and death, Paul describes believers as an entirely new creation in Christ, the reversal of 
Adam's fall accomplished not gradually, but decisively, at the moment of genuine faith. 

Paul goes further, describing this not merely as forgiveness, but as reconciliation, restored relationship. 
“God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting their trespasses against them... For our 
sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of 
God.” This is the great exchange, Christ took on the guilt and consequence Adam's sin introduced, so 
that believers could receive the righteousness only perfect obedience could earn, an exchange no 
amount of fig leaves or human effort could ever accomplish. 

Personally, if you are in Christ, Genesis 3's catastrophe is not your final identity, new creation is. As a 
church family, this is our message to Columbus and beyond, the same reconciliation that answers Eden's 
tragedy is available to anyone who trusts Christ, and Paul calls believers, in the verses just before this 
passage, ambassadors of that exact message. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, thank You that in Christ, Genesis 3's catastrophe is not my final identity, new creation 
is. Help me live today as who You have made me, not who Adam's fall left me to be. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, make Calvary faithful ambassadors of this reconciliation to 
Columbus and beyond. Let our church family carry the same message that answers Eden's tragedy to 
everyone we meet. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Ephesians 2:14–16 — reconciliation accomplished in Christ's flesh   •   Colossians 
1:19–22 — reconciling all things to Himself   •   Isaiah 53:5–6 — the punishment that brought us 
peace 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 

  

https://www.esv.org/verses/2+Corinthians+5:17-21/
https://www.blueletterbible.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/


Day 80  |  Saturday, November 7, 2026 

From the Garden to the Cross 

Reading: Genesis 3:1–24 (ESV) 

As you prepare for tomorrow's gathering, read the whole chapter once more in a single sitting, and 
notice the full arc, temptation, sin, shame, blame, judgment, promise, provision, and expulsion. Every 
major theme of the rest of Scripture is planted here in seed form. The serpent's ongoing hostility. The 
need for a promised offspring to crush his head. The requirement of costly, substitutionary covering. The 
barred access to God's presence, waiting to be reopened. Genesis 3 is not simply history, it is the 
theological skeleton the entire Bible fleshes out. 

It is worth marveling, once more, at how quickly grace appears in this chapter, before judgment is even 
fully pronounced, before Adam and Eve have said a single word of confession, God is already promising 
a Redeemer. This should shape our entire understanding of how God relates to sinners, not waiting for 
us to clean ourselves up before extending grace, but meeting us in the middle of our worst failure with 
promises that outlast the consequences of that failure. 

Personally, wherever you are sitting with your own failures this week, let Genesis 3 remind you that 
grace does not wait for you to get it together first. As a church family, tomorrow we begin looking ahead 
toward Genesis 4, watching how this chapter's themes, sin, sacrifice, and God's ongoing pursuit of 
sinners, continue to play out in the very next generation. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, thank You that grace found me in the middle of my worst failure, not after I cleaned 
myself up. Let that truth settle deeply into how I see my own sin this week. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, as Calvary prepares to move into Genesis 4 tomorrow, help 
our church family carry forward the themes of Genesis 3, sin's seriousness, sacrifice's necessity, and 
Your ongoing pursuit of sinners. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Isaiah 53 — the suffering Servant who bears our sin   •   Romans 5:12–19 — the 
full theology of the fall and the remedy   •   Revelation 21:4 — He will wipe away every tear 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 

  

https://www.esv.org/verses/Genesis+3:1-24/
https://www.blueletterbible.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/


Day 81  |  Sunday, November 8, 2026 

The Fall and the Promise 

Reading: Genesis 3:1–24 (ESV) 

Today closes our journey through Genesis 3, the chapter that explains why the world does not match 
the goodness of Genesis 1 and 2. Sin entered through deception and willful disobedience. Shame, 
blame, and broken relationship followed immediately. The ground was cursed, death was introduced, 
and access to God's presence was barred. None of this is comfortable reading, and it should not be. This 
chapter names honestly what every human heart already senses, something has gone deeply, genuinely 
wrong with this world and with us. 

But Genesis 3 is not ultimately a chapter about despair. Woven through every consequence is a promise, 
a coming offspring who will crush the serpent's head, a costly covering God Himself provides, mercy 
embedded even in judgment. The rest of the Bible, all the way to Christ's resurrection and the new 
creation promised in Revelation, is the outworking of the hope planted right here, in the very same 
chapter that records humanity's greatest catastrophe. 

Personally, carry both truths into today's worship, the honest weight of sin's consequences, and the 
settled hope of God's promised redemption. As a church family, tomorrow we step into Genesis 4, 
watching sin's consequences unfold into the next generation, and watching God's grace continue 
pursuing sinners there too. Carry hope. Build intentional relationships. Pursue Jesus. Make disciples, the 
mission continues, because the promise of Genesis 3:15 continues too. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, thank You for naming honestly what has gone wrong in this world and in me, and for 
planting hope in the very same chapter. Let both truths shape my worship today. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, as Calvary moves into Genesis 4 tomorrow, keep our church 
family anchored in the hope of Genesis 3:15, still unfolding, still true, still carrying us toward the 
redemption You promised. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Genesis 3:15 — the promise still unfolding   •   Romans 8:1 — no condemnation 
for those in Christ Jesus   •   Revelation 22:3–4 — the curse finally, fully undone 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 

  

https://www.esv.org/verses/Genesis+3:1-24/
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Day 82  |  Monday, November 9, 2026 

Two Brothers 

Reading: Genesis 4:1–2 (ESV) 

“Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, saying, ‘I have gotten a man with the 
help of the Lord.’ And again, she bore his brother Abel. Now Abel was a keeper of sheep, and Cain a 
worker of the ground.” Life continues after the fall, exactly as God's judgment in chapter three 
anticipated, painful childbirth, difficult labor, but also, remarkably, continued blessing. Eve's naming of 
Cain shows real faith, crediting God directly for the gift of new life, even in a world now marked by 
curse. 

The two brothers take up distinct occupations, Cain working the cursed ground his father was sentenced 
to labor, Abel keeping sheep. Neither occupation is presented as inherently better than the other, both 
are legitimate expressions of the dominion mandate given back in Genesis 1, cultivating and stewarding 
what God has provided. The distinction will matter shortly, not because of the occupations themselves, 
but because of what each brother's heart brings to worship. 

Personally, notice that ordinary life, work, family, provision, continues even in a fallen world. God's 
original mandate to be fruitful and steward creation did not evaporate at the fall, it simply became 
harder. As a church family, let's remember that our ordinary work this week, whatever field we labor in, 
remains a real, God-honoring extension of the calling given at creation, even in a world still marked by 
thorns. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, thank You that Your mandate to work and steward creation did not evaporate at the 
fall. Help me see my ordinary labor this week as a real, God-honoring calling. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, remind Calvary that ordinary life, work, family, and provision 
continue to matter in a fallen world. Let our church family steward what You have given faithfully, 
even where it is hard. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Genesis 3:15 — the promised offspring now entering history   •   Hebrews 11:4 — 
Abel's faith commended   •   1 John 3:12 — Cain, who was of the evil one 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 

  

https://www.esv.org/verses/Genesis+4:1-2/
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Day 83  |  Tuesday, November 10, 2026 

Two Offerings 

Reading: Genesis 4:3–5 (ESV) 

“In the course of time Cain brought to the Lord an offering of the fruit of the ground, and Abel also 
brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat portions. And the Lord had regard for Abel and his 
offering, but for Cain and his offering he had no regard.” The text does not say Cain's offering was 
rejected simply because it was grain rather than an animal, later Levitical law will accept grain offerings 
too. The distinction lies elsewhere, Abel brings his best, the firstborn, the fat portions, the choicest 
parts, while the text gives no such description of Cain's offering. 

This distinction matters more than the category of the gift, it points to the posture of the heart behind 
it. Hebrews 11:4 will later clarify that Abel offered his sacrifice “by faith,” receiving commendation as 
righteous, while Cain's offering, and heart, apparently lacked that same faith-filled devotion. Worship 
has never been primarily about the correct external form, it has always been about the heart's posture 
toward God, offering our best in genuine faith and trust, rather than a minimal, calculated gift. 

Personally, examine your own worship and giving, are you offering God your firstfruits, your best, in 
genuine faith, or something closer to leftovers, given out of obligation rather than devotion? As a church 
family, let's cultivate hearts, individually and corporately, that give and worship the way Abel did, not 
because the form is technically correct, but because faith genuinely moves us to offer our best. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, examine my worship and giving honestly. Am I offering You my firstfruits in genuine 
faith, or leftovers given out of obligation? Move my heart toward Abel's kind of devotion. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, cultivate hearts at Calvary that give and worship like Abel, 
our best offered in genuine faith, not the minimum offered out of routine or obligation. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Hebrews 11:4 — Abel's more acceptable sacrifice   •   Leviticus 2:1–2 — the grain 
offering's later regulation   •   Numbers 18:12 — the best of the firstfruits given to the Lord 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 
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Day 84  |  Wednesday, November 11, 2026 

By Faith Abel Offered 

Reading: Hebrews 11:4 (ESV) 

The author of Hebrews includes Abel as the very first example in Scripture's great hall of faith. “By faith 
Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, through which he was commended as 
righteous, God commending him by accepting his gifts. And through his faith, though he died, he still 
speaks.” This is a striking commentary on Genesis 4, Abel's offering was not accepted because of the 
type of sacrifice, but because faith was the animating force behind it, faith that trusted God enough to 
bring his genuine best. 

Notice the phrase “he still speaks.” Though Abel was the first human being to die, murdered by his own 
brother's hand, his faith continues to testify across thousands of years to everyone who reads his story. 
This is a powerful picture of how faithfulness outlasts even death itself, Abel's brief life and violent 
death did not end his witness, it amplified it, becoming the very first entry in the roll call of faith the rest 
of Hebrews 11 builds on. 

Personally, what kind of testimony is your faith building right now, one that will still speak, in some 
form, after you are gone? As a church family, let's take real encouragement from Abel's example, 
faithful obedience is never wasted, even when it costs everything, because God ensures that genuine 
faith continues to speak long after the faithful themselves have passed on. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, let my faith build a testimony that still speaks, even after I am gone. Give me Abel's 
kind of genuine, costly faith, not concerned with what it costs me now. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, encourage Calvary with Abel's example, faithful obedience is 
never wasted. Let our church family trust that genuine faith continues to speak long after we have 
passed on. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Genesis 4:4 — Abel's offering this verse commends   •   1 John 3:12 — Cain's 
murder of his righteous brother   •   Matthew 23:35 — the righteous blood of Abel remembered 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 
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Day 85  |  Thursday, November 12, 2026 

Sin Is Crouching at the Door 

Reading: Genesis 4:6–7 (ESV) 

God does not abandon Cain to his anger, He pursues him with a direct, personal question, echoing His 
pursuit of Adam in the garden. “Why are you angry, and why has your face fallen? If you do well, will 
you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin is crouching at the door. Its desire is contrary to you, 
but you must rule over it.” This is one of the most vivid pictures of temptation in all of Scripture, sin 
personified as a predator, crouched and waiting, actively desiring to overpower Cain, requiring him to 
actively rule over it rather than passively giving in. 

God's approach to Cain here is remarkably gracious. Before any further sin has been committed, God 
warns Cain plainly, offers him a genuine path to acceptance, do well, and names the danger explicitly 
rather than leaving him to discover it the hard way. This is not a God eager to catch Cain in failure, it is a 
God actively intervening to prevent it, giving Cain real agency and real warning before the moment of 
decision arrives. 

Personally, what sin is currently crouching at your own door, recognized, named, and requiring you to 
actively rule over it rather than passively let it in? As a church family, let's take this same posture toward 
one another, gracious, direct warning before failure, rather than silent observation until after the 
damage is done. Real love intervenes the way God intervened with Cain. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, help me identify what sin is crouching at my door right now. Give me the strength to 
actively rule over it, rather than passively letting it in. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, give Calvary the courage to intervene graciously with one 
another before failure, the way You intervened with Cain. Let real love speak up, not just observe 
silently after the fact. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: James 4:7 — resist the devil, and he will flee   •   1 Peter 5:8–9 — be sober-
minded, resist him firm in the faith   •   Romans 6:12–14 — do not let sin reign in your body 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 
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Day 86  |  Friday, November 13, 2026 

Cain Rose Up Against His Brother 

Reading: Genesis 4:8 (ESV) 

“Cain spoke to Abel his brother. And when they were in the field, Cain rose up against his brother Abel 
and killed him.” Despite God's direct, gracious warning in the previous verse, Cain does not rule over his 
anger, he lets it fully mature into the first murder in human history, and the victim is his own brother. 
This is a devastating escalation, sin's trajectory from Genesis 3's disobedience to Genesis 4's fratricide 
happening within a single generation, proving that sin, left unchecked, does not stay contained, it grows 
and spreads with terrible speed. 

This should sober us about the real trajectory of unchecked sin in our own lives. Cain did not wake up 
planning to murder his brother, he started with an unacknowledged, unrepented anger over a rejected 
offering, and that anger, left to crouch and grow rather than being ruled over, ultimately produced 
violence. James 1:15 describes this exact pattern, desire conceiving sin, and sin, when fully grown, 
bringing forth death, precisely what happens here in real, historical, tragic terms. 

Personally, is there anger you are currently nursing rather than surrendering to God, anger that could 
grow into something far more destructive if left unchecked? As a church family, let's take seriously the 
small, early warning signs of sin in our own hearts and in each other's lives, because Cain's story shows 
us exactly how quickly unaddressed anger can escalate into genuine tragedy. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, show me any anger I am nursing instead of surrendering to You. I do not want to 
discover too late where unchecked sin was leading me. Help me rule over it now. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, give Calvary discernment to take seriously the early warning 
signs of sin, in ourselves and in one another, before anger and bitterness grow into something far 
more destructive. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: 1 John 3:12,15 — whoever hates his brother is a murderer   •   Matthew 5:21–22 
— anger and the heart behind murder   •   Jude 1:11 — the way of Cain 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 

  

https://www.esv.org/verses/Genesis+4:8/
https://www.blueletterbible.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/


Day 87  |  Saturday, November 14, 2026 

Not Like Cain 

Reading: 1 John 3:11–12 (ESV) 

John applies Cain's example directly to the church's practice of love. “For this is the message that you 
have heard from the beginning, that we should love one another. We should not be like Cain, who was 
of the evil one and murdered his brother. And why did he murder him? Because his own deeds were evil 
and his brother's righteous.” John identifies the root of Cain's violence with striking precision, not 
merely uncontrolled anger, but a deeper spiritual allegiance, of the evil one, and a specific motive, 
resentment of his brother's righteousness contrasted against his own evil. 

This is a sobering diagnosis to sit with as you prepare for tomorrow's gathering. Cain's hostility toward 
Abel was fundamentally hostility toward righteousness itself, a righteousness that exposed his own 
deeds by comparison. This same dynamic can quietly show up in our own hearts, resentment toward 
others whose faithfulness, by contrast, exposes our own compromise, rather than genuine love that 
rejoices in their righteousness alongside them. 

Personally, has another believer's faithfulness ever produced resentment in you rather than joy, 
because it highlighted your own compromise by comparison? As a church family, John's charge is direct, 
we should not be like Cain. Let's actively cultivate a culture where one another's growth in righteousness 
produces genuine celebration, not the quiet, corrosive resentment that led Cain to murder his own 
brother. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, examine my heart for any resentment toward another believer's faithfulness. Root out 
comparison, and give me genuine joy when I see righteousness in others, not quiet bitterness. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, protect Calvary from the spirit of Cain, resentment toward 
one another's faithfulness. Let our church family genuinely celebrate growth and righteousness in 
each other, not compare and resent it. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Genesis 4:3–8 — the full account John is summarizing   •   Matthew 5:23–24 — 
reconciliation before worship   •   1 John 4:20–21 — loving a brother as evidence of loving God 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 

  

https://www.esv.org/verses/1+John+3:11-12/
https://www.blueletterbible.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/


Day 88  |  Sunday, November 15, 2026 

Am I My Brother's Keeper? 

Reading: Genesis 4:9–10 (ESV) 

“Then the Lord said to Cain, ‘Where is Abel your brother?’ He said, ‘I do not know; am I my brother's 
keeper?’” Once again God pursues a fallen image-bearer with a question rather than an immediate 
accusation, echoing His approach with Adam and Eve in the garden, giving Cain an opportunity to 
respond honestly. Instead, Cain lies directly, and then deflects with a sarcastic rhetorical question that 
has echoed through history as a symbol of willful disregard for our responsibility toward one another. 

God's response exposes the lie immediately. “What have you done? The voice of your brother's blood is 
crying to me from the ground.” Abel's blood, though he has no voice left of his own, is described as 
actively crying out to God, a striking image of divine justice, no act of violence goes unwitnessed or 
unaddressed by God, even when human courts and human witnesses fail to see it. God Himself hears 
what Cain assumed no one had seen. 

Personally, Cain's dismissive question, am I my brother's keeper, still echoes every time we choose 
willful ignorance over genuine responsibility for the people God has placed around us. As a church 
family, the honest answer to Cain's question is yes, we are our brother's keeper, called to genuine care 
and accountability for one another, not the dismissive detachment Cain modeled. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, forgive me for the times I have echoed Cain's question, willfully ignoring my 
responsibility to care for people You have placed around me. Give me a genuine heart of keeping, not 
detachment. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, answer Cain's question through Calvary's example. Make our 
church family genuine keepers of one another, marked by real care and accountability, not the 
dismissive detachment Cain modeled. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Genesis 3:9 — the same pursuing question asked of Adam   •   Hebrews 12:24 — 
blood that speaks a better word than Abel's   •   Job 16:18 — earth, do not cover my blood 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 

  

https://www.esv.org/verses/Genesis+4:9-10/
https://www.blueletterbible.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/


Day 89  |  Monday, November 16, 2026 

A Better Word Than Abel's Blood 

Reading: Hebrews 12:24 (ESV) 

The author of Hebrews contrasts Abel's crying blood with something even more powerful. Believers, he 
says, have come “to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a 
better word than the blood of Abel.” Abel's blood cried out from the ground for justice, for vengeance 
against Cain's crime. Christ's blood, shed centuries later on a different hill, cries out something 
categorically different, not vengeance against the guilty, but mercy, forgiveness, and reconciliation for 
sinners who deserve judgment. 

This contrast is worth sitting with carefully. Both bloods cry out, but they cry different messages. Abel's 
blood demanded justice be done. Christ's blood, shed by guilty hands just as Abel's was, announces that 
justice has already been satisfied, on behalf of everyone who trusts Him. Where Abel's blood could only 
expose guilt and demand a reckoning, Christ's blood actually removes guilt and provides the reckoning 
Himself, at His own cost. 

Personally, whose blood is currently speaking over your life, the demanding cry of unresolved guilt, or 
the better word of Christ's finished, sufficient sacrifice? As a church family, this is the message we carry 
to a world still crying out under the weight of unresolved guilt like Cain's, there is a better word 
available, spoken once, sufficient forever, through the blood of Christ. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord Jesus, thank You that Your blood speaks a better word than Abel's, mercy instead of 
demand, forgiveness instead of accusation. Let that better word settle every accusation against me. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, help Calvary carry this better word to a world still crying out 
under unresolved guilt. Let our church family point clearly to the mercy Christ's blood speaks, once, 
sufficient, forever. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Genesis 4:10 — the crying blood this verse contrasts   •   1 Peter 1:2 — sprinkled 
with the blood of Jesus Christ   •   Matthew 26:28 — the blood of the covenant poured out 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 

  

https://www.esv.org/verses/Hebrews+12:24/
https://www.blueletterbible.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/
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Day 90  |  Tuesday, November 17, 2026 

Cain's Curse and Complaint 

Reading: Genesis 4:11–14 (ESV) 

God pronounces judgment on Cain, a curse from the ground that will no longer yield its strength to him, 
and a life of restless wandering. Cain's response is telling. “My punishment is greater than I can bear. 
Behold, you have driven me today away from the ground, and from your face I shall be hidden. I shall be 
a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth, and whoever finds me will kill me.” Unlike Adam, who 
responded to judgment with an act of hopeful faith, naming his wife Eve, Cain responds with despair 
and self-pity, focused entirely on his own suffering rather than any acknowledgment of genuine remorse 
over his brother's murdered life. 

It is worth noticing what is absent from Cain's response, any word of confession, repentance, or grief 
over Abel. His complaint is entirely self-focused, my punishment, I shall be hidden, whoever finds me 
will kill me. This is the natural trajectory of unrepentant sin, an ever-narrowing focus on one's own 
consequences, with no genuine reckoning with the actual wrong committed against another person, or 
against God. 

Personally, when you face consequences for your own sin, does your response look more like Adam's 
hopeful faith or Cain's self-pitying despair? As a church family, let's cultivate genuine repentance among 
ourselves, sorrow over the actual wrong done, not merely over the consequences we now have to face, 
which is the difference between worldly grief and godly sorrow Paul describes in 2 Corinthians 7:10. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, examine my heart when I face consequences for sin. Give me godly sorrow over the 
actual wrong I have done, not merely self-pity over the consequences I now face. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, cultivate genuine repentance at Calvary, sorrow over real 
wrong done, not just consequences felt. Help our church family model godly sorrow, not Cain's self-
focused despair. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Numbers 35:33 — blood pollutes the land   •   Psalm 51:3–4 — against You only 
have I sinned   •   Isaiah 26:21 — the earth will disclose the blood shed on it 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 

  

https://www.esv.org/verses/Genesis+4:11-14/
https://www.blueletterbible.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/


Day 91  |  Wednesday, November 18, 2026 

The Mark of Cain 

Reading: Genesis 4:15 (ESV) 

“Then the Lord said to him, ‘Not so! If anyone kills Cain, vengeance shall be taken on him sevenfold.’ 
And the Lord put a mark on Cain, lest any who found him should attack him.” This is a remarkable 
display of mercy in the middle of severe judgment. Cain, the first murderer in human history, still 
receives God's protective care, a mark ensuring his safety despite the terrible crime he has committed 
and the meager, self-focused response he has given God in return. 

This should reshape how we think about the character of God even toward those who seem to have 
forfeited any claim to mercy. Cain did not earn this protection through repentance, he had shown none. 
God extends it anyway, out of His own character rather than Cain's merit. This does not erase the reality 
of Cain's judgment, the curse, the wandering, remain in full force, but it does show that even severe 
judgment, in God's hands, does not eliminate all mercy. 

Personally, is there someone in your life you have written off as beyond God's mercy, someone whose 
sin seems too great, too unrepentant, too far gone? Cain's story suggests real caution about that 
judgment. As a church family, let's hold both truths together, the seriousness of sin's real consequences, 
and the genuine possibility that God's mercy reaches further than we might expect, even toward people 
who have not yet shown any sign of repentance. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, show me anyone I have quietly written off as beyond Your mercy. Give me humility 
about the limits of Your grace, since Cain's story shows they reach further than I might expect. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, help Calvary hold both truths together, the real seriousness 
of sin's consequences, and the genuine reach of Your mercy, even toward people who have not yet 
shown repentance. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Ezekiel 9:4–6 — a mark of mercy amid judgment   •   Exodus 21:12–14 — cities of 
refuge for the unintentional   •   Romans 12:19 — vengeance belongs to the Lord 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 

  

https://www.esv.org/verses/Genesis+4:15/
https://www.blueletterbible.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/


Day 92  |  Thursday, November 19, 2026 

Away from the Presence of the Lord 

Reading: Genesis 4:16 (ESV) 

“Then Cain went away from the presence of the Lord and settled in the land of Nod, east of Eden.” This 
single verse quietly echoes chapter three's ending, humanity driven eastward, away from God's 
presence, marked by hiding rather than reconciliation. Cain, despite receiving God's protective mark and 
mercy, still chooses distance from God's presence rather than genuine restoration, settling permanently 
in a land whose name, Nod, literally means wandering, a fitting geography for a life still marked by 
unrepentant flight. 

This is a sobering picture of what mercy without repentance ultimately produces. Cain received real 
protection from God, but he did not receive, or seek, genuine relationship. He settles into his wandering 
rather than allowing it to drive him back toward the God who had just shown him unexpected mercy. 
Grace received is not automatically grace embraced, Cain shows us that it is entirely possible to receive 
real kindness from God and still walk further away from Him rather than closer. 

Personally, has God shown you real mercy or protection in some area of your life that you have quietly 
used as an excuse to settle further from Him rather than drawing nearer? As a church family, let's be 
honest that receiving grace is not the same as pursuing relationship, and let's actively call one another 
toward the latter, genuine nearness to God, rather than simply settling into whatever mercy we have 
already received. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, show me any mercy You have shown me that I have used as an excuse to settle further 
from You instead of drawing nearer. I do not want to receive grace and still walk away. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, help Calvary pursue genuine nearness to You, not just the 
reception of Your mercy. Let our church family call one another toward relationship, not settling, the 
way Cain settled in Nod. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Genesis 3:23–24 — the earlier expulsion this one echoes   •   Jonah 1:3 — fleeing 
from the presence of the Lord   •   Psalm 139:7–8 — where can I flee from Your presence 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 

  

https://www.esv.org/verses/Genesis+4:16/
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Day 93  |  Friday, November 20, 2026 

The City of Man 

Reading: Genesis 4:17–22 (ESV) 

Cain's descendants build an entire civilization, a city named after his son Enoch, followed by generations 
who develop livestock and tent-dwelling, musical instruments, and metalworking. This is genuinely 
remarkable, real cultural and technological achievement, even flowing from a lineage marked by murder 
and estrangement from God. Common grace, the theological term for God's undeserved goodness 
extended even to those outside covenant relationship with Him, is on full display here, real gifts, real 
skill, real progress, given even to a line still described as away from the presence of the Lord. 

This should shape how Christians think about culture, art, technology, and human achievement broadly, 
even when it comes from outside explicit faith in God. Cain's line invents music and metalworking, 
genuinely good gifts that God's common grace made possible, even in rebellious hands. This does not 
mean the achievements were spiritually neutral or that they somehow excused Cain's line's 
estrangement from God, but it does mean we should not be surprised or dismissive when real skill and 
genuine progress emerge from people who do not yet know the Lord. 

Personally, this can shape how you engage with skilled, talented people around you who do not share 
your faith, recognizing genuine common grace at work in their gifts, without confusing that grace for 
saving relationship with God. As a church family, let's engage culture and skill in Columbus with this 
same discernment, appreciating real common grace, while still calling people toward the far greater 
grace found only in Christ. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, help me recognize Your common grace at work in the skill and achievement of people 
who do not yet know You, without confusing it for saving relationship with You. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, give Calvary discernment to appreciate real common grace in 
Columbus's culture and talent, while still calling people toward the far greater, saving grace found 
only in Christ. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Genesis 1:28 — the cultural mandate still at work in a fallen line   •   Exodus 31:1–
5 — Spirit-given skill in craftsmanship   •   James 1:17 — every good gift from above 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 
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Day 94  |  Saturday, November 21, 2026 

Lamech's Boast 

Reading: Genesis 4:19–24 (ESV) 

As you prepare for tomorrow's gathering, notice how quickly Cain's line escalates further from God, 
generation after generation. By the time we reach Lamech, several generations removed, we find the 
first recorded polygamy in Scripture, two wives, and a chilling boast of violence far exceeding even 
Cain's crime. “I have killed a man for wounding me, a young man for striking me. If Cain's revenge is 
sevenfold, then Lamech's is seventy-sevenfold.” Lamech takes God's protective mercy toward Cain and 
perverts it into a personal, self-glorifying claim to unlimited vengeance. 

This is a sobering trajectory to sit with. Sin, left unaddressed across generations, does not remain stable, 
it compounds and escalates, exactly as it does in Lamech's boastful poem to his wives. What began as 
one brother's unruled anger toward another has, within a handful of generations, become an entire 
culture of pride, polygamy, and celebrated violence, a vivid illustration of how quickly a civilization can 
drift when it settles further and further from God's presence rather than returning to Him. 

Personally, this is worth honest reflection tonight, are there patterns of sin in your own family or 
personal history that have quietly compounded across time rather than being addressed and repented 
of? As a church family, let's take seriously our responsibility to actively disciple the next generation, 
breaking cycles of sin rather than passively watching them compound the way Cain's line did, generation 
after generation. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, show me any patterns of sin in my own family or personal history that have quietly 
compounded rather than being addressed. Give me courage to break cycles, not pass them on. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, give Calvary real responsibility for discipling the next 
generation, breaking cycles of sin rather than passively watching them compound. Let our church 
family actively disciple, generation after generation, toward You. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Matthew 18:21–22 — the seventy-sevenfold contrast Jesus later gives   •   Genesis 
6:1–4 — wickedness continuing to escalate   •   Deuteronomy 24:1–4 — later regulation of what 
Lamech corrupted 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 
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Day 95  |  Sunday, November 22, 2026 

Escalating Violence 

Reading: Genesis 4:23–24 (ESV) 

Read Lamech's boast again today, this time with tomorrow's contrast in mind, the coming generation 
through Seth, which we will read about shortly, who will begin calling on the name of the Lord. Lamech 
represents one clear trajectory available to fallen humanity, escalating pride, self-reliance, and violence, 
cut off from genuine relationship with God, but dressed up in real cultural and technological 
achievement. This is not a fringe possibility, it is a live option every generation, including ours, faces, 
using real gifts and real progress in service of self-glorification rather than worship. 

It is worth being honest that Lamech's spirit is not confined to ancient history. Any culture, or any 
individual life, that measures strength by the ability to take vengeance without limit, that boasts in 
violence or dominance rather than grieving it, is walking Lamech's road. The gospel offers a starkly 
different vision, not seventy-sevenfold vengeance, but, as Jesus will later teach explicitly using this exact 
number in Matthew 18:22, seventy-sevenfold forgiveness instead. 

Personally, where might Lamech's spirit, boastful self-reliance, unlimited retaliation, be quietly present 
in your own heart, even in smaller, more socially acceptable forms? As a church family, let's be a people 
who deliberately choose the opposite trajectory, seventy-sevenfold forgiveness rather than seventy-
sevenfold vengeance, actively resisting the pull every generation feels toward Lamech's road. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, root out any of Lamech's spirit quietly present in my own heart, boastful self-reliance, 
unforgiving retaliation. Shape me instead toward the seventy-sevenfold forgiveness Christ taught. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, make Calvary a people who deliberately choose forgiveness 
over vengeance, resisting the pull every generation feels toward Lamech's road of pride and 
escalating retaliation. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Matthew 18:21–22 — Jesus reversing Lamech's math   •   Romans 12:19 — leave 
room for God's wrath, not your own   •   Leviticus 19:18 — do not take vengeance 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 
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Day 96  |  Monday, November 23, 2026 

Seth, Appointed in Abel's Place 

Reading: Genesis 4:25 (ESV) 

“And Adam knew his wife again, and she bore a son and called his name Seth, for she said, ‘God has 
appointed for me another offspring instead of Abel, for Cain killed him.’” After the tragedy of Abel's 
murder and the disturbing trajectory of Cain's line, the narrative deliberately shifts back to Adam and 
Eve directly, and to hope. Eve's naming of Seth mirrors her earlier faith in naming Cain, crediting God 
directly for this new gift of life, appointed specifically to fill the space Abel's death and Cain's exile had 
left empty. 

This is a quiet but crucial turning point in the story. The line of promise, the offspring who will ultimately 
crush the serpent's head, as promised back in 3:15, does not continue through Cain's impressive but 
God-estranged civilization. It continues through Seth, a son given specifically as God's appointed 
replacement, carrying the hope of Genesis 3:15 forward into a new generation, even after the tragic 
detour of chapter four's opening events. 

Personally, whatever loss, tragedy, or apparent detour you have walked through, God's redemptive 
purposes are not derailed by it, He continues to appoint His way forward, the way He appointed Seth 
after Abel's death. As a church family, let's trust that God's promises continue moving forward even 
through real grief and real loss, exactly as they did for Eve, exactly as they will for us. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, thank You that my losses and detours do not derail Your redemptive purposes. Help 
me trust that You are still appointing a way forward, the way You appointed Seth after Abel. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, help Calvary trust that Your promises continue moving 
forward even through real grief and loss. Let our church family carry hope forward the way Eve did, 
appointed by You, not defeated by tragedy. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Genesis 3:15 — the promised line continuing through Seth   •   Luke 3:38 — Seth 
named in Christ's genealogy   •   1 Chronicles 1:1 — Adam, Seth, Enosh 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 
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Day 97  |  Tuesday, November 24, 2026 

Then People Began to Call Upon the Name of the LORD 

Reading: Genesis 4:26 (ESV) 

“To Seth also a son was born, and he called his name Enosh. At that time people began to call upon the 
name of the Lord.” After a chapter that has traced humanity's tragic drift, murder, self-pity, exile, and 
boastful violence, this final verse offers a genuinely hopeful turning point. A new generation, descended 
from Seth rather than Cain, begins something explicitly described as calling upon the name of the Lord, 
the first recorded instance of organized, corporate worship and prayer in Scripture. 

This is significant. In contrast to Cain's line settling further and further from God's presence, building an 
impressive but spiritually estranged civilization, Seth's line moves in the opposite direction, drawing 
near, calling out, worshiping. Genesis 4 ends by showing us two clearly diverging paths, the way of Cain, 
self-reliant, violent, and distant from God, and the way of Seth, dependent, worshipful, and calling on 
the Lord's name, the same divergence every generation since has had to choose between. 

Personally, which trajectory currently characterizes your own life, further estrangement, however 
impressive or productive it might look on the surface, or genuine, humble calling upon the name of the 
Lord? As a church family, this is our entire purpose, to be a people who call upon the name of the Lord 
together, faithfully, generation after generation, the way this new line began doing here at the very 
close of Genesis 4. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, I want to be part of the line that calls upon Your name, not the line that settles further 
away. Draw me near today, humbly and genuinely calling out to You. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, let Calvary be defined by this final verse of Genesis 4, a 
people who call upon Your name faithfully, generation after generation, drawing near rather than 
settling into distance. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Joel 2:32 — everyone who calls on the name of the Lord   •   Zephaniah 3:9 — a 
pure speech, calling on the Lord together   •   Acts 2:21 — Peter quoting Joel at Pentecost 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 
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Day 98  |  Wednesday, November 25, 2026 

Everyone Who Calls 

Reading: Romans 10:13 (ESV) 

Paul takes up the exact language of Genesis 4:26, calling upon the name of the Lord, and applies it to the 
gospel invitation available to every single person. “For everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will 
be saved.” What began as a small, faithful remnant in Seth's line at the close of Genesis 4 has, by the 
time of Paul's writing, become a universal invitation, open to Jew and Gentile alike, anyone, without 
exception, who calls upon the name of the Lord in genuine faith. 

This should encourage anyone who feels their family history looks more like Cain's line than Seth's, 
marked by dysfunction, distance from God, even real tragedy. The invitation to call upon the Lord's 
name has never been limited to people with a clean spiritual pedigree. It is open, Paul insists, to 
everyone, regardless of what line, what family history, what personal failures stand behind them. Calling 
on the Lord is not a reward for good ancestry, it is a gift available to anyone who will simply call. 

Personally, whatever your spiritual family history looks like, Cain's estrangement or Seth's devotion, the 
invitation today is the same one Paul extends to everyone, call upon the name of the Lord. As a church 
family, this is the heart of our evangelistic mission in Columbus, everyone, regardless of background or 
family history, can be part of the line that calls on the name of the Lord, starting today. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, regardless of my family history or past failures, I call upon Your name today. Thank 
You that Your invitation to salvation is open to everyone who will simply call. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, fuel Calvary's evangelistic mission in Columbus with this 
truth, everyone who calls on Your name will be saved, regardless of background. Let our church 
family extend that same invitation freely. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Joel 2:32 — the verse Paul is quoting   •   Acts 2:21 — the same promise applied at 
Pentecost   •   1 Corinthians 1:2 — all who call upon the name of the Lord 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 
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Day 99  |  Thursday, November 26, 2026 

A Thanksgiving Look Back at Genesis 1–4 

Reading: Psalm 100 (ESV) 

On this Thanksgiving Day, let a familiar psalm gather up everything we have walked through since 
August. “Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth! Serve the Lord with gladness! Come into his 
presence with singing! Know that the Lord, he is God! It is he who made us, and we are his; we are his 
people, and the sheep of his pasture.” Every phrase reaches back into Genesis, the Lord who made us in 
Genesis 1 and 2, the presence humanity once hid from and was barred from in Genesis 3, restored 
access we have been tracing through the promise of a coming Redeemer and now through Seth's line 
calling on His name in Genesis 4. 

Verse 5 gives the psalm's foundation for thanksgiving, not circumstances, not comfort, but character: 
“For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever, and his faithfulness to all generations.” This is 
exactly the pattern we have traced across four chapters and one hundred days, a good God, faithful 
across generations, whose steadfast love outlasted Eden's loss, Cain's violence, and Lamech's boasting, 
still calling His people to Himself, generation after generation, exactly as He is still calling us today. 

Personally, whatever this year has held, take today to genuinely give thanks, not for circumstances 
alone, but for the character of the God who made you, redeemed you, and has faithfully pursued you 
the way He pursued Adam, Cain, and every generation since. As a church family, let's gather around 
tables today with genuine gratitude, remembering that the God we have studied all fall is still, right now, 
faithful to all generations, including ours. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, thank You for Your goodness and steadfast love, faithful to every generation, including 
mine. On this Thanksgiving Day, I give You genuine thanks, not for circumstances, but for who You 
are. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, gather Calvary's families around tables today with real 
gratitude. Thank You for being faithful to all generations, the same faithfulness we have traced 
together since August, still true right now. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: 1 Chronicles 16:34 — give thanks, His steadfast love endures forever   •   Psalm 
136:1 — the refrain of unending thanksgiving   •   1 Thessalonians 5:18 — give thanks in all 
circumstances 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 

  

https://www.esv.org/verses/Psalm+100/
https://www.blueletterbible.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/


Day 100  |  Friday, November 27, 2026 

Two Cities, Two Lines 

Reading: Genesis 4:1–26 (ESV) 

Read the whole chapter once more today and notice its full shape. Genesis 4 traces two diverging lines 
from one family, Cain's, marked by unaddressed anger, murder, self-pity, exile, and a civilization of real 
achievement built at increasing distance from God, culminating in Lamech's boastful violence. And 
Seth's, quieter, marked by loss and grief, but ultimately turning toward genuine worship, calling upon 
the name of the Lord. Augustine would later call these two trajectories the city of man and the city of 
God, and their roots run right here, in one family, two brothers, two very different responses to God. 

This divergence is not confined to ancient history, it describes a choice every generation, every family, 
and every individual heart still faces. Will we build an impressive life at increasing distance from God, 
however skilled, productive, or culturally celebrated it might look, or will we, like Seth's line, humbly call 
upon the name of the Lord, even in the middle of grief and loss? Genesis 4 does not let us stay neutral 
on this question, it shows us clearly where each road leads. 

Personally, which city are you actively building your life toward this week? As a church family, our 
mission, Carry hope, Build intentional relationships, Pursue Jesus, Make disciples, is our commitment to 
building the city of God together at Calvary, calling upon the name of the Lord, generation after 
generation, in a culture that often looks a lot more like Cain's line than Seth's. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, examine which city I am actively building my life toward. I want to be part of the line 
that calls upon Your name, not the one that drifts further away, however impressive it looks. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, let Calvary's mission, hope, relationships, Jesus, disciples, be 
our ongoing commitment to building the city of God together, calling upon Your name in a culture 
that often looks like Cain's. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Hebrews 11:4 — Abel's faith still speaking   •   Matthew 23:35 — the righteous 
blood from Abel onward   •   Jude 1:11 — the way of Cain, a lasting warning 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 

  

https://www.esv.org/verses/Genesis+4:1-26/
https://www.blueletterbible.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/


Day 101  |  Saturday, November 28, 2026 

From Very Good to Common Grace 

Reading: Genesis 1:1–4:26 (ESV) 

One hundred and one days ago we began at the very front door of the Bible, a God who exists before all 
things, speaking a formless world into ordered, very good creation. We have walked through a garden 
planted with tender care, a man formed from dust and filled with breath, a woman given in celebration, 
a serpent's lie, a fall that broke everything, and a promise, spoken even in judgment, that a coming 
offspring would crush the deceiver's head. We have watched that promise begin working its way 
forward through Seth's line, calling on the name of the Lord even as Cain's line drifted further away. 

Nothing in these four chapters is incidental to the rest of your Bible. Every doctrine you will study for the 
rest of your life, creation, humanity's dignity, sin's real cost, God's pursuing grace, the necessity of a 
Redeemer, has its roots planted right here. Genesis 1 through 4 is not simply where the story starts, it is 
the foundation every other chapter of Scripture is built on top of, all the way to Christ's resurrection and 
the new creation still to come. 

Personally, carry the whole arc of these hundred and one days with you, very good creation, tragic fall, 
patient promise, ongoing grace. As a church family, this is not the end of the story, only its beginning. 
Genesis 5 and the flood narrative still lie ahead in our long walk through this book together, and the 
same faithful God who has carried Calvary through Genesis 1 through 4 will carry us through everything 
still to come. Carry hope. Build intentional relationships. Pursue Jesus. Make disciples. That mission was 
written into creation, and it continues, today and every day after. 

Prayer Prompts 

For You: Lord, thank You for these hundred and one days in Genesis. Carry the whole arc, very good 
creation, tragic fall, patient promise, ongoing grace, deep into how I live the rest of my life. 

For the Calvary Church Family: Father, thank You for carrying Calvary through Genesis 1 through 4 
together. As we look ahead to what You have next for us in this series and beyond, keep our church 
family faithful to the mission You wrote into creation itself. 

For Further Study 

Cross References: Romans 5:12–21 — the fall and the greater grace of Christ   •   Colossians 1:15–20 
— Christ preeminent in creation and redemption   •   Revelation 21:1–5 — the new creation still to 
come 

Commentary & Study Tools: Look up this passage on Blue Letter Bible or browse Bible Gateway's 
online commentaries for additional perspective. 

https://www.esv.org/verses/Genesis+1:1-4:26/
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